MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS / 1888 - The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials
(1987)

1888 - The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials (1987)

MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS / 1888 - The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials
(1987) / ABOUT THIS COLLECTION OF ELLEN G. WHITE DOCUMENTS
ABOUT THIS COLLECTION OF ELLEN G. WHITE DOCUMENTS

THE ELLEN G. WHITE 1888 MATERIALS CONSISTS EXCLUSIVELY OF ELLEN
G. WHITE LETTERS, MANUSCRIPTS, ARTICLES, AND SERMONS THAT RELATE
DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY TO THE MINISTERIAL INSTITUTE AND GENERAL
CONFERENCE SESSION HELD BY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS IN MINNEAPOLIS,
MINNESOTA, FROM OCTOBER 10 TO NOVEMBER 4, 1888. NO GENERAL
CONFERENCE SESSION IN THE HISTORY OF THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
CHURCH HAS UNDERGONE SUCH ANALYSIS AND SCRUTINY, OR HAS ELICITED
AS MUCH COMMENT AS THE 1888 MEETING.

THE WHITE ESTATE TRUSTEES BELIEVE THAT THE KEY TO
UNDERSTANDING THE 1888 GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION, AS WELL AS
THE HISTORY OF SUBSEQUENT YEARS, IS TO BE FOUND IN THE WRITINGS OF
ELLEN G. WHITE. MRS. WHITE HAD MUCH TO SAY AT THE TIME, AND IN LATER
YEARS AS WELL, ABOUT HER EXPERIENCE IN MINNEAPOLIS. IN THE DECADE
FOLLOWING 1888, SHE FREQUENTLY REFERRED TO MINNEAPOLIS AND THE
SPIRIT THAT WAS MANIFESTED THERE.

SINCE 1988 MARKS THE CENTENARY OF THE 1888 MEETING, AND SINCE
THE ATTENTION OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS EVERYWHERE WILL BE
FOCUSED ON 1888 THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, THE WHITE ESTATE TRUSTEES
FEEL THAT THERE WILL BE A KEEN INTEREST IN KNOWING WHAT ELLEN
WHITE HAD TO SAY ABOUT THE MINNEAPOLIS MEETING. THUS THE TRUSTEES
ARE MAKING AVAILABLE TO OUR CHURCH MEMBERS THIS COMPREHENSIVE
COLLECTION OF ALL THE E. G. WHITE MANUSCRIPTS AND LETTERS THAT IN
ANY WAY REFER TO MINNEAPOLIS. IN MOST CASES THE ENTIRE MANUSCRIPT
OR LETTER HAS BEEN INCLUDED EVEN THOUGH ONLY A PORTION MAY BE
GERMANE TO THIS SUBJECT. NAMES HAVE BEEN LEFT IN JUST AS ELLEN
WHITE USED THEM, EXCEPT IN ONE OR TWO INSTANCES WHERE THE FILE
COPY HAS A BLANK INSTEAD OF A NAME.

NEARLY ALL THE MANUSCRIPTS AND LETTERS HAVE BEEN COPIED
DIRECTLY FROM THE FILE DRAWERS WHERE THEY ARE HOUSED, HENCE
MISSPELLINGS HAVE NOT BEEN
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CORRECTED, NOR HAVE THE DOCUMENTS BEEN IMPROVED IN ANY OTHER
WAY FOR PUBLICATION. WHERE COMPLETE LETTERS OR MANUSCRIPTS HAVE
ALREADY BEEN RELEASED, THESE ARE REPRODUCED IN THEIR
GRAMMATICALLY EDITED, MORE LEGIBLE, "MANUSCRIPT RELEASE" FORM.
OTHERWISE, PREVIOUSLY RELEASED MATERIALS ARE NOTED ONLY ON THE
MARGIN OF EACH PAGE. MOST OF THE MATERIALS IN THIS COLLECTION HAVE
NEVER BEEN RELEASED OR PUBLISHED BEFORE IN ANY FORM.

ALTHOUGH THE SERMONS GIVEN BY ELLEN WHITE AT MINNEAPOLIS HAVE
BEEN PUBLISHED FOR MANY YEARS IN THIRTEEN CRISIS YEARS (FORMERLY
THROUGH CRISIS TO VICTORY) BY A . V. OLSON, THEY ARE REPEATED HERE.
ONE SERMON AND PORTIONS OF ANOTHER NOT FOUND IN THIRTEEN CRISIS
YEARS HAVE BEEN ADDED AS WELL. WE HAVE MADE EVERY ENDEAVOR TO
MAKE THIS COLLECTION AS COMPLETE AS POSSIBLE; HOWEVER, IF A
PERTINENT SERMON, LETTER, OR MANUSCRIPT HAS BEEN INADVERTENTLY
OVERLOOKED AND COMES TO OUR ATTENTION LATER, IT WILL BE ADDED TO
ANY SUBSEQUENT PRINTINGS OF THESE MATERIALS.

THIS COLLECTION IS NOT A COMPENDIUM ON THE SUBJECT OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS BY FAITH. ELLEN WHITE PREACHED OFTEN ON
JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION BY FAITH IN THE YEARS FOLLOWING
1888, BUT ONLY THOSE SERMONS IN WHICH REFERENCE WAS MADE TO THE
MINNEAPOLIS CONFERENCE ARE INCLUDED HERE. THE READER IS REFERRED
TO THE ELLEN G. WHITE BOOK FAITH AND WORKS AND THE E. G. WHITE
REVIEW AND HERALD ARTICLES FOR ADDITIONAL PRESENTATIONS ON THE
SUBJECT OF CHRIST AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS.

WE REGRET THAT A NUMBER OF PAGES ARE BARELY LEGIBLE, BUT THESE
ARE THE BEST COPIES THAT COULD BE MADE FROM THE DOCUMENTS AS
THEY EXIST IN OUR FILES. WE FEEL IT IS BETTER TO MAKE THESE MATERIALS
AVAILABLE NOW, IN THEIR PRESENT CONDITION, THAN TO WAIT TILL SOME
FUTURE DATE WHEN GRAMMATICAL
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EDITING AND RETYPING CAN BE DONE. ALL MANUSCRIPTS AND LETTERS
HAVE THEIR OWN PAGINATION, THOUGH THIS HAS NOT ALWAYS BEEN
REFLECTED BY THE COPY MACHINE.

TO ALL WHO SEEK TO UNDERSTAND THE 1888 EVENT FROM GOD'S
PERSPECTIVE, WE RECOMMEND THE STUDY OF THESE LETTERS,
MANUSCRIPTS, ARTICLES, AND SERMONS. WE BELIEVE THEY WILL SERVE AS
A HELPFUL GUIDE TO EVERY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST WHO DESIRES TO
BENEFIT FROM LESSONS OUR SPIRITUAL ANCESTORS LEARNED OR FAILED



TO LEARN ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

THE TRUSTEES OF THE
ELLEN G. WHITE ESTATE

OCTOBER,1987
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IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS ADDRESSED IN THIS COLLECTION

NOTE: WE HAVE ATTEMPTED TO PROVIDE THE POSITIONS HELD BY THE
FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS DURING THE TIME IN WHICH THEY RECEIVED THE
COMMUNICATIONS
FROM ELLEN WHITE IN THIS COLLECTION. ADDITIONAL BIOGRAPHICAL
INFORMATION FOR PRINCIPAL DENOMINATIONAL WORKERS MAY BE
FOUND IN THE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ENCYCLOPEDIA.

BALLENGER, A. F. - LICENSED MINISTER EMPLOYED BY THE REVIEW AND
HERALD
PUBLISHING ASSN. SERVED AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ASSOC. IN ATTENDANCE AT

MINNEAPOLIS.
BELDEN, F. E. - A BUSINESS MANAGER AT THE REVIEW AND HERALD
PUBLISHING

ASSN., MEMBER OF THE G. C. BOOK COMMITTEE, AND NEPHEW TO
ELLEN G. WHITE. DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

BOLLMAN, C. P. - EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD AND ASSOCIATE EDITOR
OF

THE SOUTHERN WATCHMAN.

BUTLER, G. I. - PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE FOR TWO
TERMS,
1871-1874 AND 1880-1888. NOT IN ATTENDANCE AT MINNEAPOLIS
DUE TO ILLNESS. AFTER A PERIOD OF RETIREMENT, HE SERVED
AS PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN UNION CONFERENCE AND THE
SOUTHERN PUBLISHING ASSN.

COLCORD, W. A. - AN EDITOR EMPLOYED BY THE REVIEW AND HERALD
PUBLISHING
ASSN.

ELDRIDGE, C. - PRESIDENT AND MANAGER OF THE REVIEW AND HERALD
PUBLISHING ASSN. DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

FARGO, J. - ORDAINED MINISTER AND TRUSTEE OF THE GENERAL



CONFERENCE
ASSN. DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

GARMIRE, J. M. - LAY MEMBER WHO PROMOTED WHAT HE BELIEVED TO BE
"VISIONS"
RECEIVED BY HIS DAUGHTER, ANNA.

HASKELL, S. N. - WORLD MISSIONARY, ADMINISTRATOR, AND EDUCATOR.
DELEGATE
AT MINNEAPOLIS.

HEALEY, W. M. - ORDAINED MINISTER AND EVANGELIST IN CALIFORNIA.

HENRY, A. R. - FINANCIAL OFFICER AND ADVISOR FOR NUMEROUS SDA
INSTITUTIONS. SERVED AS PRESIDENT, AUDITOR, AND
TREASURER OF THE GEN. CONF. ASSN., AS WELL AS MANAGER
AND TREASURER OF THE SDA PUBLISHING ASSN. DURING THE
1890's. DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

HYATT, W. S. - DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS FROM WISCONSIN. LATER
SERVED AS
PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTH AFRICA CONFERENCE.

INGS, W. - ORDAINED MINISTER IN CALIFORNIA.
-16-
JONES, A. T. - ORDAINED MINISTER, AND EDITOR OF THE SIGNS OF THE
TIMES AND AMERICAN SENTINEL. FROM 1897 TO 1901

HE WAS CHIEF EDITOR OF THE REVIEW AND HERALD.
DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

JONES, C. H. - MANAGER OF THE PACIFIC PRESS PUBLISHING ASSN.
DELEGATE
MINNEAPOLIS.

KELLOGG, J. H. - CHIEF PHYSICIAN AND MANAGER OF THE BATTLE CREEK
SANITARIUM. IN ATTENDANCE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

LARSON, M. - ORDAINED MINISTER IN IOWA.
LINDSAY, H. - FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR FOR NUMEROUS SDA

INSTITUTIONS.
SERVED AS GENERAL CONFERENCE TREASURER FROM 1888 TO



1893, AND AS SECRETARY, TREASURER AND AUDITOR OF THE
REVIEW AND HERALD PUBLISHING ASSN. IN THE LATER 1890's.
DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

MCCULLAGH, S. - ORDAINED MINISTER AND MEMBER OF THE NEW ZEALAND
CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

MILLER, H. W. - ORDAINED MINISTER AND MEMBER OF THE MICHIGAN
CONFERENCE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.
MILLER, M. B. - ORDAINED MINISTER IN MICHIGAN. BROTHER OF H. W.
MILLER.

DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

MORRISON, J. H. - PRESIDENT OF THE IOWA CONFERENCE. DELEGATE AT
MINNEAPOLIS.

NICOLA, L. - SECRETARY OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE FROM 1893 TO
1897.

OLSEN, O. A. - PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE FROM 1888 TO
1897.

PRESCOTT, W. W. - SECRETARY OF THE SDA EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY IN 1888.
LATER

SERVED THE WORLD FIELD AS EDUCATOR AND ADMINISTRATOR.

IN ATTENDANCE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

ROUSSEAU, SR. - LAY WORKER IN AUSTRALIA.

SMITH, L. - ASSISTANT EDITOR OF THE REVIEW AND HERALD. SON OF
URIAH SMITH.
SMITH, U. - EDITOR OF THE REVIEW AND HERALD UNTIL 1897, WHEN HE

BECAME AN ASSOCIATE EDITOR UNDER A. T. JONES. IN 1901
HE RETURNED AS CHIEF EDITOR. DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

STONE, BRO. - NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE.
17-

TAIT, A.O. - ORDAINED MINISTER AND EDITOR, SERVING IN 1895, AS
SECRETARY AND TREASURER OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRACT



SOCIETY. IN 1896 HE JOINED THE REVIEW AND HERALD
PUBLISHING ASSN. AS ITS FIRST CIRCULATION MANAGER.
DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

UNDERWOOQOD, R, A. - PRESIDENT OF THE OHIO CONFERENCE FROM 1882 TO
1889.
DELEGATE AT MINNEAPOLIS.

VAN HORN, I. D. - PRESIDENT OF THE MICHIGAN CONFERENCE FROM 1888 TO
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Cautions About Making Doctrinal Differences Prominent;
Contemplating the Marvels and Mysteries of the Incarnation

(Written February 18, 1887, from Basel, Switzerland, to E. J. Waggoner and A. T.
Jones.)

| have something to say to you that | should withhold no longer. | have been looking
in vain as yet to get an article that was written nearly twenty years ago in reference to
the "added law." | read this to Elder [J. H.] Waggoner. | stated then to him that | had
been shown [that] his position in regard to the law was incorrect, and from the
statements | made to him he has been silent upon the subject for many years. {1888
21.1}

| have not been in the habit of reading any doctrinal articles in the paper, that my
mind should not have any understanding of anyone's ideas and views, and that not a
mold of any man's theories should have any connection with that which | write. | have
sent repeatedly for my writings on the law, but that special article has not yet appeared.
There is such an article in Healdsburg, | am well aware, but it has not come as yet. |
have much writing many years old on the law, but the special article that | read to Elder
Waggoner has not come to me yet. {1888 21.2}

Letters came to me from some attending the Healdsburg College in regard to
Brother E. J. W.'s [Waggoner's] teachings in regard to the two laws. | wrote immediately
protesting against their doing contrary to the light which God had given us in regard to
all differences of opinion, and | heard nothing in response to the letter. It may never

have reached you. If you, my
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brethren, had the experience that my husband and myself have had in regard to these
known differences being published in articles in our papers, you would never have
pursued the course you have, either in your ideas advanced before our students at the
college, neither would it have appeared in the Signs. Especially at this time should
everything like differences be repressed. These young men are more self-confident and
less cautious than they should be. You must, as far as difference is concerned, be wise
as serpents and harmless as doves. Even if you are fully convinced that your ideas of
doctrines are sound, you do not show wisdom that that difference should be made
apparent. {1888 21.3}

| have no hesitancy in saying you have made a mistake here. You have departed
from the positive directions God has given upon this matter, and only harm will be the
result. This is not in God's order. You have now set the example for others to do as you
have done, to feel at liberty to put in their various ideas and theories and bring them
before the public, because you have done this. This will bring in a state of things that
you have not dreamed of. | have wanted to get out articles in regard to the law, but |
have been moving about so much, my writings are where | cannot have the advantage
of them. {1888 22.1}



It is no small matter for you to come out in the Signs as you have done, and God
has plainly revealed that such things should not be done. We must keep before the
world a united front. Satan will triumph to see differences among Seventh-day

Adventists. These questions are not vital
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points. | have not read Elder Butler's pamphlet or any articles written by any of our
writers and do not mean to. But | did see years ago that Elder [J. H.] Waggoner's views
were not correct, and read to him matter which | had written. The matter does not lie
clear and distinct in my mind yet. | cannot grasp the matter, and for this reason | am
fully convinced that presenting it has been not only untimely, but deleterious. {1888 22.2}

Elder Butler has had such an amount of burdens he was not prepared to do this
subject justice. Brother E. J. W. [Waggoner] has had his mind exercised on this subject,
but to bring these differences into our general conferences is a mistake; it should not be
done. There are those who do not go deep, who are not Bible students, who will take
positions decidedly for or against, grasping at apparent evidence; yet it may not be
truth, and to take differences into our conferences where the differences become
widespread, thus sending forth all through the fields various ideas, one in opposition to
the other, is not God's plan, but at once raises questionings, doubts whether we have
the truth, whether after all we are not mistaken and in error. {1888 23.1}

The Reformation was greatly retarded by making prominent differences on some
points of faith and each party holding tenaciously to those things where they differed.
We shall see eye to eye erelong, but to become firm and consider it your duty to
present your views in decided opposition to the faith or truth as it has been taught by us
as a people, is a mistake, and will result in harm, and only harm, as in the days of
Martin Luther. Begin to draw apart and feel at liberty to express your ideas without

reference to
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the views of your brethren, and a state of things will be introduced that you do not
dream of. {1888 23.2}

My husband had some ideas on some points differing from the views taken by his
brethren. | was shown that however true his views were, God did not call for him to put
them in front before his brethren and create differences of ideas. While he might hold
these views subordinate himself, once they are made public, minds would seize [upon
them], and just because others believed differently would make these differences the
whole burden of the message, and get up contention and variance. {1888 24.1}

There are the main pillars of our faith, subjects which are of vital interest, the
Sabbath, the keeping of the commandments of God. Speculative ideas should not be
agitated, for there are peculiar minds that love to get some point that others do not
accept, and argue and attract everything to that one point, urging that point, magnifying
that point, when it is really a matter which is not of vital importance, and will be
understood differently. Twice | have been shown that everything of a character to cause
our brethren to be diverted from the very points now essential for this time, should be
kept in the background. {1888 24.2}

Christ did not reveal many things that were truth, because it would create a



difference of opinion and get up disputations, but young men who have not passed
through this experience we have had, would as soon have a brush as not. Nothing
would suit them better than a sharp discussion. {1888 24.3}

If these things come into our conference, | would refuse to attend one of them; for |
have had so much light upon the subject that | know that unconsecrated and
unsanctified hearts would enjoy this kind of exercise. Too late in the day, brethren, too

late in the day. We are in the great day
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of atonement, a time when a man must be afflicting his soul, confessing his sins,
humbling his heart before God, and getting ready for the great conflict. When these
contentions come in before the people, they will think one has the argument, and then
that another directly opposed has the argument. The poor people become confused
and the conference will be a dead loss, worse than if they had had no conference. Now
when everything is dissension and strife, there must be decided efforts to handle, [to]
publish with pen and voice these things that will reveal only harmony. {1888 24.4}

Elder [J. H.] Waggoner has loved discussions and contention. | fear that E. J. W.
[Waggoner] has cultivated a love for the same. We need now good, humble religion. E.
J. W. [Waggoner] needs humility, meekness, and Brother Jones can be a power for
good if he will constantly cultivate practical godliness, that he may teach this to the
people. {1888 25.1}

But how do you think | feel to see our two leading papers in contention? | know how
these papers came into existence. | know what God has said about them, that they are
one, that no variance should be seen in these two instrumentalities of God. They are
one and they must remain one, breathing the same spirit, exercised in the same work,
to prepare a people to stand in the day of the Lord, one in faith, one in purpose. {1888
25.2}

The Sickle [A MISSIONARY PAPER BRIEFLY PUBLISHED IN 1886.] was started in
Battle Creek, but it is not designed to take the place of the Signs, and | cannot see that
it is really needed. The Signs of the Times is needed and will do that which the Sickle
cannot. | know if the Signs is kept full of precious articles, food for the people, that
every family should have it. But a pain comes to my heart every time | see the Sickle. |
say it is not as God would have it. If Satan can get in dissension among us as a people,
he will only be too glad.

26
{1888 25.3}

| do not think that years will wipe out the impressions made at our last conference. |
know how these things work. | am satisfied that we must have more of Jesus and less
of self. If there is a difference upon any parts of the understanding of some patrticular
passage of Scripture, then do not be with pen or voice making your differences
apparent and making a breach when there is no need of this. {1888 26.1}

We are one in faith in the fundamental truths of God's word. And one object must be
kept in view constantly, that is harmony and cooperation must be maintained without
compromising one principle of truth. And while constantly digging for the truth as for
hidden treasure, be careful how you open new and conflicting opinions. We have a



worldwide message. The commandments of God and the testimonies of Jesus Christ
are the burden of our work. To have unity and love for one another is the great work
now to be carried on. There is danger of our ministers dwelling too much on doctrines,
preaching altogether too many discourses on argumentative subjects when their own
soul needs practical godliness. {1888 26.2}

There has been a door thrown open for variance and strife and contention and
differences which none of you can see but God. His eye traces the beginning to the
end. And the magnitude of mischief God alone knows. The bitterness, the wrath, the
resentment, the jealousies, the heart burnings provoked by controversies of both sides
of the question causes the loss of many souls. {1888 26.3}

May the Lord give us to see the need of drinking from the living fountain of the water
of life. Its pure streams will refresh and heal us and refresh all connected with us. Oh, if
the hearts were only subdued by the Spirit of God! If the eye was single to God's glory,

what a flood of
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heavenly light would pour upon the soul. He who spake as never man spake was an
educator upon earth. After His resurrection He was an educator to the lonely,
disappointed disciples traveling to Emmaus, and to those assembled in the upper
chamber. He opened to them the Scriptures concerning Himself and caused their
hearts to be bound with a holy, new, and sacred hope and joy. {1888 26.4}

From the Holy of Holies, there goes on the grand work of instruction. The angels of
God are communicating to men. Christ officiates in the sanctuary. We do not follow Him
into the sanctuary as we should. Christ and angels work in the hearts of the children of
men. The church above, united with the church below, is warring the good warfare upon
the earth. There must be a purifying of the soul here upon the earth, in harmony with
Christ's cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven. There we shall see more clearly as we
are seen. We shall know as we are known. {1888 27.1}

It is @ melancholy and dispiriting thing to observe how little effect the solemn truths
relating to these last days have upon the minds and hearts of those who claim to
believe the truth. They listen to the discourses preached, they seem to be deeply
interested as they hang upon the lips of the speaker, and if his words are sublime they
are delighted; tears flow as the love of Christ is the theme brought before them. {1888
27.2}

But with the close of the discourse the spell is broken. Enter the homes and you will
be surprised to not hear one word that would lead you to think that a deep impression
was made as the circumstances warranted in the presentation of such elevating things.
It was exactly as if they had listened to some pleasant song or melody. It is done, and
the impression gone like the morning dew before the sun.

28
{1888 27.3}

What is the reason of this? The truth is not brought into the life. They did not accept
the truth spoken as the word of God to them. They did not look past the instrument to
the great Worker within the heavenly sanctuary. They did not take the word as a special
message from God, of whom the speaker was only the one who was entrusted with the



message. Is it then any marvel that the truth is so powerless, that with a larger number,
if there is some excitement, a little animal ecstasy, a little head knowledge, the
influence is no deeper? {1888 28.1}

There is altogether too much sermonizing. There is too little listening and hearing the
voice of God, but hearing only the voice of man; and the hearers go to their homes with
souls unnourished but empty as before, and prepared to sit in judgment upon the
sermon, commenting upon it as they would upon a tragedy, reviewing the matter as a
human effort. "Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." Fill the mind
with the great humiliation of Christ, and then contemplate His divine character, His
majesty and glory of the Highest, and His disrobing Himself of these and clothing His
divinity with humanity. Then we can see a self-denial, a self-sacrifice, that was the
marvel of angels. {1888 28.2}

Oh, it was poverty indeed apportioned to the Son of God that He should be moving
upon a province of His own empire and yet not be recognized or confessed by the
nation He came to bless and to save. It was poverty that when He walked among men,
scattering blessing as He trod, the anthem of praise floated not around Him, but the air
was often freighted with curses and blasphemy. It was poverty that as He passed to
and fro among the subjects He came to save, scarcely a solitary voice called Him

blessed, scarcely a solitary hand was stretched out in friendship, and scarcely a
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solitary roof proffered Him shelter. Then look beneath the disguise, and whom do we
see?--Divinity, the Eternal Son of God, just as mighty, just as infinitely gifted with all the
resources of power, and He was found in fashion as a man. {1888 28.3}

| wish that finite minds could see and sense the great love of the infinite God, His
great self-denial, His self-sacrifice, in assuming humanity. God humbled Himself and
became man and humbled Himself to die, and not only to die, but to die an ignominious
death. Oh, that we might see the need of humility, of walking humbly with God, and
guarding ourselves on every point. {1888 29.1}

| know that Satan's work will be to set brethren at variance. Were it not that | know
[that] the Captain of our salvation stands at the helm to guide the gospel ship into the
harbor, | should say, Let me rest in the grave. {1888 29.2}

Our Redeemer liveth to make intercession for us, and now if we will daily learn in the
school of Christ, if we will cherish the lessons He will teach us in meekness and
lowliness of heart, we shall have so large a measure of the Spirit of Jesus that self will
not be interwoven into anything that we may do or say. The eye will be single to the
glory of God. We need to make special efforts to answer the prayer of Christ that we
may be one as He is one with the Father, He who declared Himself actually straitened
while in the days of His humiliation because He had many things to say to His disciples
which they could not bear now. The wonders of redemption are dwelt upon altogether
too lightly. {1888 29.3}

We need these matters presented more fully and continuously in our discourses and

in our papers. We need our own hearts to be deeply stirred
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with these deep and saving truths. There is danger of keeping the discourses and the



articles in the paper like Cain's offering, Christless. {1888 29.4}

Baptized with the Spirit of Jesus, there will be a love, a harmony, a meekness, a
hiding of the self in Jesus that the wisdom of Christ will be given, the understanding
enlightened; that which seems dark will be made clear. The faculties will be enlarged
and sanctified. He can lead those He is fitting for translation to heaven to loftier heights
of knowledge and broader views of truth. The reason that the Lord can do so little for
those who are handling weighty truths is that so many hold these truths apart from their
life. They hold them in unrighteousness. Their hands are not clean, their hearts are
defiled with sin, and should the Lord work for them in the power of His Spirit
corresponding with the magnitude of the truth which He has opened to the
understanding, it would be as though the Lord sanctioned sin. {1888 30.1}

That which our people must have interwoven with their life and character is the
unfolding of the plan of redemption, and more elevated conceptions of God and His
holiness brought into the life. The washing of the robes of character in the blood of the
Lamb is a work that we must attend to earnestly while every defect of character is to be
put away. Thus are we working out our own salvation with fear and trembling. The Lord
is working in us to will and to do of His good pleasure. We need Jesus abiding in the
heart, a constant, living well-spring; then the streams flowing from the living fountain will
be pure, sweet, and heavenly. Then the foretaste of heaven will be given to the humble
in heart.
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{1888 30.2}

Truths connected with the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven will be
talked of, written upon, more than now. There is to be closed every door that will lead to
points of difference and debate among brethren. If the old man was purged from every
heart, then there would be greater safety in discussion, but now the people need
something of a different character. There is altogether too little of the love of Christ in
the hearts of those who claim to believe the truth. While all their hopes are centered in
Jesus Christ, while His Spirit pervades the soul, then there will be unity, although every
idea may not be exactly the same on all points. {1888 31.1}

The Bible is but yet dimly understood. A life-long prayerful study of its sacred
revealings will leave still much unexplained. It is the deep movings of the Spirit of God
that is needed to operate upon the heart to mold character, to open the communication
between God and the soul, before the deep truths will be unraveled. Man has to learn
himself before God can do great things for him. The little knowledge imparted might be
a hundredfold greater if the mind and character were balanced by the holy
enlightenment of the Spirit of God. Altogether too little meekness and humility are
brought into the work of searching for the truth as for hidden treasures, and if the truth
were taught as it is in Jesus, there would be a hundredfold greater power, and it would
be a converting power upon human hearts, but everything is so mingled with self that
the wisdom from above cannot be imparted.--Letter 37, 1887.

Ellen G. White Estate Washington, D. C. May 2, 1985. Entire Letter. {1888 31.2}
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Chap. 2 - To G. I. Butler and Uriah Smith

Giving Exposure to Differing Doctrinal Viewpoints;
Disapproval of D. M. Canright's Actions

(Written April 5, 1887, from Basel, Switzerland, to "Dear Brethren [G. 1.] Butler and
[Uriah] Smith.")

| have sent copies of letters written to Brethren [E. J.] Waggoner and [A. T.] Jones to
Elder [G. I.] Butler in reference to introducing and keeping in front and making
prominent subjects on which there are differences of opinion. | sent this not that you
should make them weapons to use against the brethren mentioned, but that the very
same cautions and carefulness be exercised by you to preserve harmony as you would
have these brethren exercise. {1888 32.1}

| am troubled; for the life of me | cannot remember that which | have been shown in
reference to the two laws. | cannot remember what the caution and warning referred to
were that were given to Elder [J. H.] Waggoner. It may be that it was a caution not to
make his ideas prominent at that time, for there was great danger of disunion. {1888
32.2}

Now, | do not wish the letters that | have sent to you should be used in a way that
you will take it for granted that your ideas are all correct and Dr. Waggoner's and Elder
Jones's are all wrong. {1888 32.3}

| was pained when | saw your article in the Review, and for the last half hour | have
been reading the references preceding your pamphlet. [ELDER BUTLER'S 85-PAGE
PAMPHLET BORE THE TITLE, THE LAW IN THE BOOK OF GALATIANS: IS IT THE
MORAL LAW, OR DOES IT REFER TO THAT SYSTEM OF LAWS PECULIARLY
JEWISH? IT WAS DISTRIBUTED TO THE DELEGATES WHO ATTENDED THE 1886

GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION.]
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Now, my brother, things that you have said, many of them are all right. The principles
that you refer to are right; but how this can harmonize with your pointed remarks to Dr.
Waggoner, | cannot see. | think you are too sharp. And then when this is followed by a
pamphlet published of your own views, be assured | cannot feel that you are just right at
this point to do this unless you give the same liberty to Dr. Waggoner. {1888 32.4}

Had you avoided the question, which you state has been done, it would have been
more in accordance with the light God has seen fit to give to me. | have had some
impressive dreams [SEE TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH, VOL. 5, PP. 571-573/]
that have led me to feel that you are not altogether in the light. Elder [D. M.] Canright




was presenting his ideas upon the law, and such a mixed up concern | never heard.
Neither of you seemed to see or understand where his arguments would lead to. {1888
33.1}

You seemed to be sitting in a boat in a shadow, and Elder Canright was turning the
light down lower and lower. {1888 33.2}

And then someone said, "We have had enough of this. All this is as the shadow of
night; it is the work of Satan." {1888 33.3}

Next he started up uneasy, groaning, and seemed to be like a man paralyzed, and
declared he would leave the boat. He saw one that was sailing faster, and all on board
apparently were happy. [There was] music and singing. He said, "l am going into that
boat. | think this boat will go to pieces." {1888 33.4}

The Captain stood firmly and said, "I know every piece of timber in the ship, and it
will outride every storm. But that boat has worm-eaten and decaying timbers. It will not
endure the tempest."
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{1888 33.5}

| thought he said, "l am going on that boat if | perish with it." {1888 34.1}

Now, my brethren, | do not feel very happy and reassured when | think you have
encouraged Elder Canright in giving lessons to the students in the college, and in
pouring into the Review such a mass of matter as though he were bishop of the
Methodist Church. {1888 34.2}

And then when that objectionable article came out, even if it did come out while
Elder [Uriah] Smith was not present, who of you laid this matter open before him? {1888
34.3}

It seems | had to write him and speak plainly on this point. And he has used every
check put on him by myself as a cause to throw himself. {1888 34.4}

| think if you had done your duty, | should not have been called upon to write to him.
| have been shown and have told him that he was a loose writer, that he was ever
seeking to be original, and that he gave assertion for proof; that he did not live and walk
with God so that he could be a safe writer. {1888 34.5)

| advised his books to be suppressed, especially the one on the law, the very subject
he was conversing with you in regard to. If that work is what | believe it to be, | would
burn every copy in the fire before one should be given out to our people. {1888 34.6}

And after his apostasy, [CANRIGHT LEFT THE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
CHURCH PERMANENTLY IN FEBRUARY, 1887.] why need you say the things in
regard to him you have? God did not treat apostates in this way, and if you had
anything to say, say it without putting such things in the paper. | tell you, brethren, | am

troubled when | see you take positions that you forbid others
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to take and that you would condemn in others. | do not think this is the right way to deal
with one another. {1888 34.7}

| want to see no Pharisaism among us. The matter now has been brought so fully
before the people by yourself as well as Dr. Waggoner, that it must be met fairly and
squarely in open discussion. | see no other way, and if this cannot be done without a



spirit of Pharisaism, then let us stop publishing these matters and learn more fully
lessons in the school of Christ. {1888 35.1}

| believe now that nothing can be done but open discussion. You circulated your
pamphlet; now it is only fair that Dr. Waggoner should have just as fair a chance as you
have had. | think the whole thing is not in God's order. But, brethren, we must have no
unfairness. We must work as Christians. If we have any point that is not fully, clearly
defined, and [that] can bear the test of criticism, don't be afraid or too proud to yield it.
{1888 35.2}

| hope nothing | have sent you will be used to do a work the very opposite of that
which | designed it should do. May the Lord help us, for the days of peril are upon us.
{1888 35.3}

| cannot tell you how contemptible the course of Elder Canright is in my eyes. | can
see farther in this matter from that which the Lord has shown me, than you can. But his
course, his sudden change, speaks for itself. | believe we will have to have far more of
the Spirit of God in order to escape the perils of these last days. {1888 35.4}

My brethren, we want self and pride in us to die. Self will struggle hard for an

existence and for the mastery, but nevertheless it must die and we become as little
children, or we shall never see the kingdom of heaven. We want to be imbued with the

Spirit of Christ.
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{1888 35.5}

We see more and greater need of close communion with God and greater need of
unity. Let us devote much time to seeking for heavenly wisdom. Let us be much with
God in prayer. We want Bible evidence for every point we advance. We do not want to
tide over points, as Elder Canright has done, with assertions. {1888 36.1}

What we want in every conflict is not words to condemn but the sword of the Spirit.
We want the truth as it is in Jesus. We want to be filled with all the fullness of God, and
have the meekness and lowliness of Christ. {1888 36.2}

We have a wily foe who will seize your sword and turn it against you unless you
know how to use it skillfully. But let none feel that we know all the truth the Bible
proclaims. {1888 36.3}

Elder Canright's course is contemptible, and do not seek to palliate it with soft words
or smooth speeches. {1888 36.4}

| do not lose my faith in God nor in you, my brethren; neither do | consider that you
are above temptations, but you are liable to make mistakes. One thing | do know: God
will help us if we will seek Him most earnestly. {1888 36.5}

The gospel is not all peace. | have many conflicts; | have many wakeful hours; but |
try to cast all my cares and burdens on Jesus. Painful doubts and fears assail me lest |
shall not be faithful in the discharge of my every duty. {1888 36.6}

We will move steadfastly on, looking to Jesus, learning of Jesus, obtaining the love

of Jesus, our hearts melted in tenderness toward each other.
37
{1888 36.7}

The religion of Christ, | testify, is not one of gloom but of gladness. But when the



gloom comes, then we must battle. Fight every inch by faith until we can triumph in
faith. While we have cause to grieve over the sinfulness of others, we must pray more
and cling more firmly to the promises.--Letter 13, 1887.

Ellen G. White Estate Washington, D. C. October 30, 1986. Entire Letter. {1888 37.1}
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Healdsburg, Cal., August 5, 1888.

Dear Brethren Who Shall Assemble In General Conference:

We are impressed that this gathering will be the most important meeting you have
ever attended. This should be a period of earnestly seeking the Lord, and humbling
your hearts before Him. | hope you will regard this as a most precious opportunity to
pray and counsel together; and if the injunction of the apostle to esteem others better
than ourselves is carefully heeded, then you can in humility of mind, with the spirit of
Christ, search the scriptures carefully to see what is truth. {1888 38.1}

The truth can lose nothing by close investigation. Let the word of God speak for
itself, let it be its own interpreter, and the truth will shine like precious gems amid the
rubbish. {1888 38.2}

It has been shown me that there are many of our ministers who take things for
granted, and know not for themselves, by close, critical study of the scriptures whether
they are believing truth or error. If there was much less preaching by such and far more
time spent upon their knees before God, pleading for Him to open their understanding
to the truth of His word, that they might have a knowledge for themselves that their feet
were standing on solid rock, angels of God would be around about them, to help them
in their endeavors. {1888 38.3}

There is a most wonderful laziness that is indulged in by a large class of our
ministers who are willing others should search the scriptures for them; and they take the
truth from their lips as a positive fact, but they do not know it to be Bible truth, through
their own individual research, and by the deep convictions of the spirit of God upon their
hearts
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and minds. {1888 38.4}

Let every soul now be divested of envy, of jealousy, of evil surmising, and bring their
hearts into close connection with God. If all do this, they will have that love burning
upon the altar of their hearts which Christ evidenced for them. All parties will have



Christian kindness and Christian tenderness. There will be no strife; for the servants of
God must not strive. There will be no party spirit; there will be no selfish ambition. {1888
39.1}

Our people individually must understand Bible truth more thoroughly, for they
certainly will be called before councils; they will be criticised by keen and critical minds.
It is one thing to give assent to the truth, and another thing, through close examination
as Bible students, to know what is truth. {1888 39.2}

We have been apprised of our dangers, the trials and temptations just before us;
and now is the time to take special pains to prepare ourselves to meet the temptations
and the emergencies which are just before us. {1888 39.3}

If souls neglect to bring the truth into their lives, and be sanctified through the truth,
that they may be able to give a reason of the hope that is within them, with meekness
and fear, they will be swept away by some of the manifold errors and heresies, and will
lose their souls. | beg of you, my brethren, for Christ's sake, to have no selfish
ambitions. {1888 39.4}

As you shall assemble together at this general meetings, | beseech of you to make a
personal effort to cleanse soul and spirit from every defiling influence which would
separate you from God. Many, many will be lost because they have not studied their
Bibles
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upon their knees, with earnest prayer to God that the entrance of the word of God might
give light to their understanding. All selfish ambition should be laid aside, and you
should plead with God for his Spirit to descend upon you as it came upon the disciples
who were assembled together upon the day of Pentecost. "They were all with one
accord in one place, and suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing,
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto
them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them, and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the spirit gave them
utterance." Let every heart be subdued before God. Let there be a taking hold by living
faith for victory over Satan. {1888 39.5}

If all who claim to believe the Bible did believe it as the oracles of God, as actually a
divine communication teaching every soul what to do in order to be saved, what a
different effect would follow their labors. It is because so many who handle the word of
God in opening the scriptures to others are not diligent students of the scriptures, or
doers of the word themselves, that they make so little advancement in growth of grace
and in coming to the full stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. They take largely
the interpretation of the scriptures from others' lips, but do not put their minds to the tax

of searching the evidences for themselves, to know what is truth.
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{1888 40.1}

All misunderstandings and controversies may be happily and successfully adjusted
by the living testimonies of the word of God. One of the greatest hindrances to our
spiritual success is the great want of love and respect evidenced for one another. We
should seek most earnestly, by every word and action, to answer the prayer of Christ,



and to encourage that unity which is expressed in the prayer of Christ, that we may be
one as he is one with the Father. {1888 41.1}

Every feeling of indifference for one another should be strenuously overcome, and
everything that would tend to variance with brethren should be put away from us. The
love of Jesus Christ existing in the heart will consume these little things, or greater
things, which tend to divide hearts. Satan's sees that in unity there is strength; that in
variance and disunion there is weakness. {1888 41.2}

Heaven's enlightenment is what is needed, so that when we look upon the faces of
our brethren, we may consider: These are they that have been purchased by the price
of the blood of Christ. They are precious in his sight. | must love them as Christ has
loved me. These are my fellow-laborers in the harvest field. | must be perfectly united
with them; | must speak only words that will tend to encourage and advance them in
their forward movement." {1888 41.3}

My brethren, you are Christ's soldiers, making aggressive warfare against Satan and
his host; but it is grievous to the Spirit of God for you to be surmising evil of one
another, and letting the imagination of your hearts be controlled by the power of the
great accuser, whose business it is to accuse them before God day and night. Satan

has his soldiers trained for the special work
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of breaking up the union which Christ made so great a sacrifice to establish between
brethren. {1888 41.4}

We are to be bound to one another in sacred bonds of holy union. But it is the work
of the enemy to create a party spirit, and to have party feelings, and some feel that they
are doing the work of God in strengthening prejudices and jealousies among brethren.
God would have a sacred order to exist among his co-workers, that they may be bound
together by Christ in the Lord God of Israel. We are to be faithful, frank, and true to the
interests of each other. We are constantly to be listening for orders from our captain,
but not be guilty of listening to reports against our brethren, or imagining evil of our
brethren. {1888 42.1}

Our interests must be bound up with our brethren's, and it is decidedly nothing but
the work of the devil to create suspicion and jealousies between the two branches of
the work in our publishing houses. We are working for the same cause and under the
same master. It is one work; for the preparation of the people of God in these last days.
{1888 42.2}

The prosperity and reputation of these institutions are to be zealously guarded, as
we would have our own honor and reputation preserved. Everything like evil-speaking,
every word that savors of sarcasm, every influence that would demerit our brethren or
any branch of the work of God, are all working away from the prayer of Christ. Satan is
at work in this matter, that the prayer of Christ may not be answered, and he has
helpers in the very men who claim to be doing the work of God. {1888 42.3}

Everything that is said to create suspicion, or to cast a slur, or to demerit
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those engaged in these appointed agencies, is working on Satan's side of the question.
It brings only weakness to our own souls, and is a great hindrance to the advancement



of the work of God. {1888 42.4}

For years it has been shown me that everything of this character was grievous to the
Spirit of God, and was giving the enemies of our faith great advantage to have
misconceptions of the truth that God's laborers were seeking to advance. Some who
think that they are really doing the Lord's work are traitors in the cause. They are
dropping words that if they would consider they would know are the very line upon
which Satan is at work to create dissension and to separate hearts. Envy is more
common than we imagine, and prejudice is encouraged and becomes strong by
indulgence in the hearts of those who should discern its baleful influence and spurn it
from the soul-temple. Jealousy is as cruel as the grave, but Satan makes this a
masterly temptation, not only to estrange friends, but brethren. {1888 43.1}

It is high time that every soul intrusted with responsibilities should examine his own
heart diligently by the lighted candle of God's word, to see whether he is indeed in the
faith and in the love of the truth. The spirit of love for one another, as Christ has
evidenced for us will lead us to closely examine every impulse, every sentiment and
feeling indulged, in the light of the holy law of God, that the heart may be opened to
conviction whether or not we are keeping the principles of that holy law, or not. It is a
positive duty, which God enjoins upon soul, to bring our will and spirit under the control
of the divine influence of the Spirit of God. When we do this, we shall rise above all

these
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cheap and unconsecrated feelings, and every victory that is gained by our brethren we
shall be just as glad to see as if it were gained by ourselves. {1888 43.2}

Brethren, when we are doers of the word and not hearers only, we shall think much
less of self, and esteem others better than ourselves. The greatest curse among our
ministers today is, seeking for the highest place, full of self importance and self-esteem,
they do not feel their need of the constant grace of Christ to work with all their efforts.
Whatever you are in Christlike character, in purity, in persevering energy, in devoted
piety, will give you position and will make others appreciate you. We should closely
examine the oracles of God. The garments of self-righteousness are to be laid aside.
Let the word of God which you take in your hands be studied with simplicity. Cherish for
it reverence, and study it with honesty of purpose. We are not to set our stakes, and
then interpret everything to reach this set point. Here is where some of our great
reformers have failed, and this is the reason that men who today might be mighty
champions for God and the truth, are warring against the truth. {1888 44.1}

Let every thought, every word, and the deportment savor of that courtesy and
Christian politeness toward each other, which the scriptures enjoin. God designs we
should be learners, first from the living oracles, and second, from God how to treat our
fellowmen. This is God's order. The word of God is the great detector of error; to it we
believe everything must be brought. The Bible must be our standard for every doctrine

and practice. We must study it reverentially. We are
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to receive no one's opinion without comparing it with the Scriptures. Here is divine
authority which is supreme in matters of faith. {1888 44.2}



It is the word of the living God that is to decide all controversies. It is when men
mingle their own human smartness with God's words of truth in giving sharp thrusts to
those who are in controversy with them, that they show that they have not a sacred
reverence for God's inspired word. They mix the human with the divine, the common
with the sacred, and they belittle God's word. {1888 45.1}

We must in searching the Scriptures be filled with wisdom and power that is above
the human, which will so soften and subdue our hard hearts that we will search the
Scriptures as diligent students, and will receive the ingrafted word, that we may know
the truth, that we may teach it to others as it is in Jesus. {1888 45.2}

The correct interpretation of the Scriptures is not all that God requires. He enjoins
upon us that we should not only know the truth, but that we should practice the truth as
it is in Jesus. We are to bring into our practice, in our association with our fellowmen,
the spirit of him who gave us the truth. We must not only search the truth as for hidden
treasures, but it is a positive necessity, if we are laborers together with God, that we
comply with the conditions laid down in his word, and bring the spirit of Christ into our
hearts, that our understanding may be strengthened, and we become apt teachers to
make known to others the truth as it is revealed to us in his word. All frivolity, all jesting
and joking, all commonness, and cheapness of spirit, must be put away by Christ's

ambassadors. All pride, all
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envy, all evil-surmisings and jealousies, must be overcome by the grace of Christ, and
sobriety, humility, purity, and godliness must be encouraged and revealed in the life and
character. We must eat the flesh and drink the blood of the son of God. This is in doing
his word, in weaving into our lives and characters the spirit and works of Christ. Then
we are one with Christ as Christ was one with the Father. Looking unto Jesus we see
how completely every attribute of God has been portrayed in the perfection of Christ.
We are changed by beholding his image. Then we are partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. {1888 45.3}

There is no assurance that our doctrine is right and free from all chaff and error
unless we are daily doing the will of God. If we do his will, we shall know of the doctrine.
We shall see the truth in its sacred beauty. We shall accept it with reverence and godly
fear, and then we can present that which we know is truth to others. There should be no
feeling of superiority or self-exaltation in this solemn work. {1888 46.1}

All who have the truth can afford to be fair in discussion, for truth will bear away the
victory. This is the only way the word of God can be investigated with any success. If
self is brought in there will not be an investigation of truth in the spirit of Christ all
phariseeism is to be put aside. All assumptions and pre-conceived opinions are to be
thoroughly tested by the standard of truth. {1888 46.2}

The soul that is in love with God and his work will be as candid as the day. There will
be no quibbling, no evading the true bearing of scripture. God's word is our foundation
of all doctrine. Some think it is a mark of intelligence and smart in them to get up side
issues, and they twist the scriptures in a certain way which covers over the truth. {1888
46.3}
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Engaging in Worldly Speculation MS-2-88

Sept. 7, 1888. | was completely prostrated with sickness. The time had arrived for
our California camp-meeting which was to be held in Oakland, but there seemed little
probability that | should be able to attend the meeting. While the workers meeting was
in session, it was a question with me and my friends who attended me, whether | should
ever rise from my severe attack of sickness. | felt no desire to recover. | had no power
even to pray, and no desire to live. Rest, only rest, was my desire, quiet and rest. As |
lay for two weeks in nervous prostration, | had hope that no one would beseech the
throne of grace in my behalf. When the crises came, it was the impression that | would
die, and this was my thought. But it was not the will of my heavenly Father. My work
was not yet done. Word came from Oakland that a special season of prayer was held in
my behalf in order to plead that the Lord would raise me up and give me strength to
attend the meeting. | had been confined to my bed for two weeks. The members of the
household could not see any decided improvement, and they said there was no hope of
my recovery unless the Lord would work in my behalf. But they decided that if | would
consent to go to Oakland from my sick bed, the Lord would renew my strength. In
answer to their solicitations, | was taken to the cars Sept. 21, and a bed was made
upon the seats, and | was strengthened to endure the journey. To walk out by faith
against all appearances, was the very thing that the Lord required me to do.
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{1888 47.1}

| found a retired home in the Oakland Mission. Bro. and Sister McClure were
attentive to my every want. | was not made strong at once, but the Lord gave me
strength and grace to be upon the camp-ground a part of the time, and to bear my
testimony before the people. The burden of the work was rolled upon me, and although
unable to sit up much of the time, | labored in public, and with individuals. | felt great
burden of soul for certain cases, especially for some in the ministry whose condition
had been presented before me, and | knew that they were unfitted to minister to the
flock of God, until they were transformed by the divine grace and power of God. The
truth preached to others was not permitted to sanctify their own souls. Their
changeable, unconsecrated life was a stumbling block to many, and they were like
guide posts pointing the wrong way, and directing souls on the road to death. How |
longed to have the spirit of God do a work in that meeting which God alone could do,
that souls who were blinded by the enemy, walking in the sparks of their own kindling,
might realize their condition and be saved. In the fear of God, | had counseled, warned,
entreated and reproved when under the influence of the Spirit of God, but the testimony
had been unheeded. {1888 48.1}



After two years in Mission fields in Europe, when again on American soil, | had
constant anxiety, for the Lord laid burdens upon me for individual cases, who were in
blindness and in transgression of the law of God. When reproof came to correct evils in

those who were not following of God, in many cases, they
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refused to be corrected. The spirit of opposition to the testimony would arise, and some
one would say, "Some one is influencing Sister White: some one has been telling her
about my case." The brethren did not seem to see beyond the instrument. Unbelief and
resistance to reproof prevailed everywhere. Such gross blindness, such a want of
recognition as to where the spirit of the Lord was working, | had never before witnessed
in so marked a manner among our own people. | had been instructed in regard to many
evils that had been coming in among us while | was in Europe, and had written what
was the mind of the Lord in reference to them. | had also been told that the testimony
God had given me would not be received, because the hearts of those who had been
reproved were not in such a state of humility that they could be corrected and receive
reproof. Satan had been at work east of the Rocky Mountains as well as west, to make
of none effect the messages of reproof and warning, as well as the lessons of Christ,
and the messages of consolation. The evil one was determined to cut off the light which
God had for his people, that every man might walk in his own light and follow his own
judgement, and no voice be heard, saying, "Why do ye so?" A strong, firm, resistance
was manifested by many against anything that should interfere with their own personal
ideas, their own course of action. This laid upon me the heaviest burdens | could
possibly bear. But although the enemy had power over the minds of our brethren and
sisters, to make of none effect my labors, still my work did not change. | was not
released at all from my responsibilities
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{1888 48.2}

Messages came to me from the Lord. "Speak according to all the words which | shall
give thee, in warnings, in reproof, in correction, not only to those that are taught, but to
those who are teachers of the word." The first work is to be done for the shepherds of
the flock, that they may be warned not to teach their own words instead of God's words,
as did the Scribes and Pharisees. {1888 50.1}

The ministry must be elevated; the men in sacred office must be devoted and God
fearing. One reckless man, irreverent, careless in speech, theatrical in attitude,
unconsecrated in spirit, will, through his influence, mould others to do as he does, to act
as he acts, and meet the same low standard which he has erected for himself in the
place of meeting God's standard. Says Christ, "| know my sheep, and my sheep hear
my voice." Again he says, "l am known of mine." {1888 50.2}

We must have a converted ministry, and then the truth will be exalted because it is
taught in the life and woven into the character. The truth is to become a living, active
principle in converting the soul. {1888 50.3}

| was alarmed at the state of things [which] now existed, for | knew from the light
which the Lord had been pleased to give me, not many were standing in a position
before God where they could discern their own soul needs and be a help and a



blessing to the church. They professedly believed the truth, but they were far from being
sanctified through the truth. Some had been separating their souls from God, and were
spiritually blind. Many of our brethren in Fresno had been engrossed in business,

purchasing and selling real estate, and investing in, and selling shares in mines. This
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had been a snare to the church with laymen and ministers and was eating out of their
hearts the interest in and love for the truth. Speculation swept in a large number of our
brethren while the excitement lasted and was becoming a common thing. The practices
and customs of worldlings, the feverish ambition, the exciting, absorbing, interest in
speculation, was mixed and mingled with the sacred work of the minister. Men carrying
credentials from the conference were engaged in such enterprises God could not bless
any such worldly ambition. The condition and evidence of our discipleship is self denial
and the cross. Unless these are brought into our experience, we cannot know God; we
cannot worship him in spirit and in truth and in the beauty of holiness. But those who
ought to have stood in the clear light, that they might present the attractions of Christ
before the people, and lift up Jesus before them as soon as out of the desk, were
earnestly preaching of buying and selling real estate, and of investing money in mining
stock. Their minds absorbed in business affairs could not distinguish between the
sacred and the common; discernment was blunted, the deceptive power of the enemy
was exercised over their minds. {1888 50.4}

Plain and decided testimonies were given me of God to bear to the Fresno church,
some of whom we knew were under the displeasure of God. A burden was upon my
soul for certain ones day and night, for | knew that unless the Lord should impress their
hearts, and give them a true sense of their danger, that in the strength of Christ, they
might break the snare that Satan had woven about them, they were lost to the ministry
and to the cause of God, and would not in their blindness discern where God was
working. Under the influence of God, | had written them many pages imparting the light

which God had given me concerning their
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cases, but they refused to see the light. How anxiously | watched to see if they [would]
bow before God in humility. The natural heart strove against grace, the reasoning heart
of unbelief was saying to the spirit of God, "Go thy way for this time, and when | have a
more convenient season, | will call for thee." {1888 51.1}

How easy and natural for the heart that is not under the constant control of the Spirit
of God to see things in a perverted light, as a result of departing from the word of God,
and from the testimonies of his spirit, although they have followed them for years in
admonitions, and warnings, entreaties and reproof. A voice had been saying, "This is
the way, walk in it," but self said, "No, | will follow my own judgment.” {1888 52.1}

| want more liberty | must have my independence. How I longed to see them come
to their senses and see themselves as sinners, guilty before God and in need of a
Saviour, and repent and be converted, or they would in their blindness, turn away from
the light sent to them from God, and become completely enveloped in the mazes of
unbelief and darkness. Day and night my burden was that the Saviour, rich in mercy
and love, would reveal himself to these souls who were in such great danger, although



professedly keeping and teaching the law of God, they were guilty before God as a
transgressor of that law. The least guilt left upon the conscience, would be to their utter
condemnation. By the law is the knowledge of sin, but the law cannot pardon the
transgressor; repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, would
write pardon against their names in the books of heaven. | longed for many to have the
blessing, the precious blessing, gold tried in the fire that they might be rich, and that
they might cease to walk in the sparks of their own kindling; but their ideas were not in

harmony with the spirit of God.
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{1888 52.2}

The way, the Truth, and the Life, was seeking to make his voice heard, but they
refused to hear; they refused to believe. The servants of God were charged with
unworthy motives, with prejudice, and with receiving reports that were not true;
therefore those who were reproved refused to learn the way. The opinions of finite men,
erring like themselves, had greater influence over their minds than the spirit of God that
searched the depths of the heart. The Spirit of truth was not their wisdom and their
salvation. Because of unbelief, they could not find peace and rest in Jesus, who had
invited, "Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest."
They had not kept the way of the Lord, and fear and anxiety brought a burden upon
their souls. They had forgotten him who seeth in secret. Their ways were right in their
own eyes. The life and the Spirit of God was not leading and controlling them and
therefore, they were not being led into all truth, living by every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of God. When | became fully satisfied that nothing | could say or do would
have any influence, or make any impression upon the mind, my next course was to
select about thirty, and tell the condition of one for whom | labored much to the church.
This was a most painful duty to me, but | dared not neglect it. The Lord had opened to
me the dangers threatening the people of God, through the influence of one man in
particular who was a minister and did not follow the way of the Lord, and | felt called
upon to be a faithful steward of the grace of God. The Lord gave me strength to do this
painful duty, but this minister did not receive the testimony. He was tempted to leave

the ground, but was persuaded not to make so rash
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a step, as the Lord would not favor any such move. He went to a retired place and
sought the Lord, There the Lord in his great goodness and loving kindness drew nigh to
him, and he came back to the camp-ground entirely changed in spirit. He declared that
the Lord had shown him himself, that he must be a converted man or he would be lost.
He was willing to go into the congregation at once and confess his sins, and his
backsliding from God. He was advised that this was not wisdom, and would not result in
glorifying God, but would give our enemies occasion to cast reflections upon the whole
ministry. It is Satan's object to ensnare men who handle sacred things, that he may
lead them to do things that will bring the ministry down on a level with common things,
so that sinners may be furnished with an excuse for their own impenitence and sin.
When the words and the deportment of the minister are not after Christ's example, but
are in imitation of the words and ways of the great deceiver, our enemies have occasion



to blaspheme. We decided that it would meet the approval of God for a few, thirty or
forty, who had heard the testimony given me of God, to be present and hear his
acknowledgment of the reproof given, and hear his confession. {1888 53.1}

The Lord by his spirit, rolled back the cloud which had enveloped some minds, the
snare of the enemy was discerned. After nine o'clock at night, a number met in the
large tent. | said to my brethren, that | wished to bear my testimony to them at the first
of the meeting, for | was too weak to remain till its close. After | had borne my testimony

| felt that | could not
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leave. We humbly sought the Lord, the spirit of supplication came upon me, my faith
fastened upon Jesus, the source of our strength, our only hope; confessions were
made, and many prayers were offered. The softening, subduing influence of the spirit of
God came into the meeting. Hearts were broken, more confessions were made, and
this work continued,--seasons of prayer, then of confessions of sin till three o'clock in
the morning. {1888 54.1}

A burden was upon my soul. | knew that the Lord would manifest his power. | was
urged by the spirit of God to make strong appeals to my brethren who were to cross the
Rocky Mountains to attend the general conference at Minneapolis. | urged them to
humble themselves before God, and receive the assurance of his grace, to be baptized
with the Holy Ghost, that they might be in a condition to impart light, and strength, and
courage to those who should assemble in the conference, and that there might be a
union between the east and the west. | knew that there must be a renewal of the grace
of Christ; life and power must be infused into the work. Little did | think, when making
these solemn appeals, that a letter had gone forth from one present at that meeting
stating things he thought were true but were not true and which preceded us and built
up a wall of difficulty, placing men prepared to fight everything those who crossed the
Rocky Mountains should introduce. For long years prejudice had existed with those at
Battle Creek without cause against the laborers on the Pacific coast and Satan used his
influence to have that letter do a work which will prove to the loss of souls. God never
prompted that letter. | was shown into the room where the letter was received. | stepped
up and read the name distinctly and afterward asked Eld. Butler if Bro. [Healey] did not
write to him certain things. He said he did. | asked if he would let me see the letter. |
wanted to know what testimony was given to create such a state of things as we met at
Minneapolis. He said he burned the letter, but the impress had made an indelible
impression on his mind and on the minds of others which are still as if bed in the rock.
At this period of time when the powers of darkness were moved from beneath to take
the field, and in wily, crafty movements, to outgeneral the church to which God has
committed sacred, holy trusts. Although through the voices and pens of many, the
trumpet had given a certain sound, others of the watchmen were asleep, and knew not
the time of their visitation. {1888 55.1}

The Lord had food whereby his servants might become enlarged and grow to the full
stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. What is the chaff to the full kernels of

wheat? How great was my burden in that tent,
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in my feebleness that night! | know that the Lord was graciously willing to forgive sins
and pardon the sinner, and my heart was stirred with an intensity of desire that all upon
the camp-ground should see the salvation of the Lord. To this people, God had
committed sacred trusts. He had made them repositories of light in regard to his law,
and should Christ say of these highly favored, "Ye are both ignorant of the Scriptures
and of the honor of God." Should those who made so high a profession, because of
their want of pure and undefiled religion, dishonor the world's Redeemer by their
unconsecrated lives? "Ye are my witnesses" saith the Lord. Should the people of God
remain in a backslidden state, unconsecrated, unholy in life and in character? How then
could Christ say of them, "Ye are the light of the world", and represent them as a city
that is set upon a hill, or a light upon a candlestick, giving light to all that are in the
house? {1888 55.2}

Again and again | have been shown the high attainments which the Lord's people
may reach, but many have talked the truth, have preached the truth, while they were
not sanctified through the truth. They did not bring the truth into their daily life and
weave the principles of the truth into their characters. That they might be moulded and
fashioned as clay in the hands of the potter to become vessels of honor, there was
needed in those assembled under that tent, a deep heart work, repentance of sin,
abandonment of self. This meeting was indeed precious. | was strengthened to labor in
that meeting. | heard the confessions of E.P. Daniels and his wife. | heard their earnest

supplications to God. | know that the spirit of God was doing its work upon
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their hearts. | heard them testify that the Lord had given them a blessing such as they
had never before received. They declared that they were indeed receiving afresh the
converting power of God, and many testimonies of confession, and of victories gained
were then made. Could our eyes have been opened, we could have seen Jesus in our
midst with his holy angels. Many felt his grace and his presence in rich measure. With
hearts broken by the Spirit of God, confessions of sins were made and precious
testimonies of faith were given that declared that Jesus had pardoned their sin and
spoken peace to their souls. This season marked by so much of the power of God to
those present, we could never forget. How thankful | felt that the Lord had given me
strength to remain till the close of that meeting. He gave me a spirit of supplication. My
faith fastened upon the promises of God, and our prayers were answered, for there was
the revealing of his presence, and his power. {1888 57.1}

A message must be given to our churches to arouse them to seek the Lord, now
while he is to be found, to draw nigh unto him that he may draw nigh unto them. | have
had the churches presented before me. Every church in our land is in need of
awakening. {1888 58.1}

The Lord has a special message for his people; precious gems of truth which have
been hidden under the rubbish are to be revealed. The Lord would have his people
search for truth as for hidden treasure. The shaft must sink deep in the mine of God's
word which is rich with precious jewels of undiscovered truth, that needs to be brought
out and placed before the people. God's people want, and it is essential that they



should have, all that the Lord has for them,
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as meat in due season, that they may be fed with clean provender, thoroughly
winnowed from chaff and everything which will not, and can not be appropriated as
spiritual food. God will impart light and blessing to others. We humbled our hearts
before God, we prayed earnestly to God, then arose and with weeping, confessions
were made of sins. Then again we urged our petitions to God for pardon and
forgiveness of sins, and thus the time passed on till three o'clock in the morning. We
knew that the sin pardoning Saviour was in our midst. We knew that precious victories
were gained. We had sufficient evidence that the Lord was working with power in our
midst. {1888 58.2}

At the camp-meeting Bro. and Sister Daniels drew near to the Lord, and the Lord did
indeed draw nigh to them. As by prayer and heart-felt confession, they worked out their
own salvation with fear and trembling, the Lord worked in them to will and to do of his
good pleasure. The promise seemed to be indeed fulfilled on this occasion, "But unto
you that fear my name, shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in his wings."
| knew that Jesus was in our midst. | knew that he gave me sustaining grace to labor in
the meeting. From that meeting Bro. Daniels has, through the grace of Christ, labored
for the Fresno church with the best results. {1888 59.1}

The enemy had laid a snare for the Fresno church. Brethren had left the churches
where they belonged and where their help was greatly needed to strengthen and
encourage the weak churches, and had moved into Fresno, to add their presence and

increase the
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numbers of the church at that place. If they cannot hear the voice of God saying, "What
doest thou here Elijah?", God will speak more plainly. It is not God's plan to have men
of the same faith colonize and dwell together. We are living in the last days, and unless
God moves the men, this moving mania will prove a snare perhaps to the loss of souls
of those who move, as well as to the loss of many souls left discouraged in the small
churches. The land boom struck Fresno, and these good brethren in the faith were
swept into the land speculation and some invested in mining stock. Speculation
crowded out thoughts of eternal things. Unwary souls were beguiled and became
infatuated. On the street, around the table, in the social visit, the theme of conversation
was the purchasing of lots and mining stock. This, also, was the conversation of
ministers whose business it was to work the mines of truth, to find and rescue the
precious gems and jewels hidden beneath the rubbish of error. Just such a chapter is
found in the history of the old world, when every imagination of man's heart was only
evil and that continually. So it was in the city of Sodom. When men who have had great
light and great truth, who are to be God's witnesses to a people whose interests are in
the world, become full of a feverish anxiety to buy and sell and get gain, Satan looks on
with triumph. These men permit the alluring pictures of the world to captivate their
senses; the alluring temptation with which Satan tempted Christ, overcomes them and
the example of Christ in resisting temptation fades from the memory. They permit
themselves to be drawn into the current which is
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sweeping man downward, and when Satan sees his plans work so well, he invents
scheme after scheme, that the Lord's money may be diverted into channels where the
cause of God will get none of it. Satan tells the speculator that if he will engage in this
land scheme, he can make means to help the cause of God, and he presents illusions
that fascinates the senses and thousands of dollars are bound away from the cause of
God, and the example of Christ is not followed. Unwary souls are beguiled by
representations that will never be realized. All who engage in enterprises of this order,
fail to give a worthy, Christ-like example to the world as Seventh-day Adventists. Satan
designed to cut off the influence of the men who by precept and example, should have
borne a clear, unselfish, uncorrupted testimony against all such schemes of the enemy.
Against such Satanic schemes, there is no safeguard but one--the truth as it is in
Jesus, planted in the heart by his spirit, and nurtured by his grace. Our piety, Bible
integrity, our religion, will degenerate into commonness and earthiness before the
world, before the God whom we profess to love and serve, if we do not keep a living
connection with Christ. We claim to be the repositories of sacred truth, to be looking for
the glorious appearing of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory. {1888 59.2}

How does the Lord of heaven look upon those to whom he has committed truth to be
proclaimed to the world, which is to prove to them a savor of life unto life or of death

unto death when they are untrue to their trust? Those who engage in speculation
62

cannot keep the commandments of God in sincerity and in truth. The sacredness of the
truth is marred by selfish interests, and in the judgment it will be seen that the words of
reproof and warning, spoken by the minister who engaged in worldly schemes, pleased
the people, but did not convict and convert them, for did they not see the same
world-loving spirit in him who claimed to believe we are having the last message of
warning to be given to the world that the last message of warning was going to the
world, as in themselves. They said, "If he believes what he teaches, would he do as he
is doing?" {1888 61.1}

We knew that work had to be done for the Fresno church before they could see the
impression they were making on the public mind. They were building walls that would
make the truth of none effect to those to whom it should be presented. | was praying
earnestly when Elder Daniels was laboring in Fresno that the Lord would work through
his servant to his own name's glory. If the Lord has laid on Elder Daniels a work to do
for the church, let those for whom he labored, not look to the instrument, but to God
who works through him. The Lord sent Gideon to do a special work, and he said to
Gideon, "Go in this thy might." He directed Gideon to the strength that was back of his
own strength, as if he said to Gideon, | have chosen thee to do an errand for me, in this
| have regarded thee graciously, and let this be encouragement, because thou hast
found grace in the eyes of the Lord. Go in thy strength and conquer. We were glad that

the fruits of the work in Fresno bore evidence that God was dealing with human
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minds. The Lord wrought upon hearts. Humble confessions were made and the work of



restitution that was done, bore witness to the genuineness of the work. It may be that
some did not bring forth the fruits of thorough repentance. There was some close,
testing work to be done if the plough share of truth went deep enough to break up the
fallow ground of the heart. The testimony of many, was, "l have never seen it on this
wise before." The evidence was of a character that no one could doubt but that the
work was of God. Confessions of sins were made, and like Zacchaeus, souls were
impressed to say, "If | have taken aught from any man, | will restore him four fold." This
work of making things right as far as human power could, was in the order of God.
{1888 62.1}

It is not agreeable to the human heart to do right. The spirit is in warfare against the
flesh, but restitution will be made if the work goes forward as God shall direct. The work
of true repentance goes deeper than the surface, and we discern and acknowledge the
wisdom and power of God in this manifestation. As the work progressed, that faith
which works by love and purifies the soul, yielded its precious harvest of fruit. The
language of the church in Fresno was, "Now we have received, not the spirit of the
world, but the spirit which is of God, that we might know the things which are freely
given to us of God, which things also we speak not in the words which man teacheth,
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual." We praise
the Lord with heart and pen and voice for this good work which has been wrought in
Fresno. What a powerful, gracious, and effectual call this has been to Fresno. But did
Elder Daniels originate that work? No. The work was of God, and man should receive
no glory. Precious
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Redeemer, thy grace was not given because of any man's merit nor as the result of any
man's worth or righteousness, but the righteousness of Christ. The Sin-pardoning
Saviour was holding forth the golden scepter of his matchless grace and mercy to
wayward sinful souls. We hope and pray that the good work may continue. When
Matthew was called to follow the Lord, he dropped his former occupation as a publican,
and engaged in the service of the Master. He invited Jesus to his home. No sooner did
Jesus open the heart of Matthew, than he opened his house as a home for Jesus. Let
the same proofs of the good work of God be manifested in the same way by our
brethren in Fresno. Take Jesus home to your hearts, to your houses, and present him
to your neighbors. Let your families, your children, see the sweet grace of Christ at work
in your hearts, and exemplified in your characters. Let the efficacy of the blood of Christ
avail in your behalf, and his righteousness become your righteousness. Let a living
testimony be borne from every church member, "Oh come hither, and hearken, all ye
that love the Lord, and | will tell thee what he hath done for my soul." The simplicity of
the religion of Jesus is to be revealed to the world. Christ must be all and in all, fully
satisfying every want of the soul. Let not your minds be entangled in worldly schemes,
but dig deep in the mines of God's word for the precious gems of truth which are there.
Christ will qualify you to be partakers of his grace. You may improve the talents he has
entrusted to you. You are to go forth with weeping to sow the precious grains of truth,

for
65



doubtless, you will return again with rejoicing bringing your sheaves with you. But in
behalf of Christ, | warn you to flatter no man. It is Satan's plan to flatter the pride of our
natures, and we are in danger of shutting out Christ, his blood, his righteousness, and
placing man where Jesus Christ should be. This is our constant danger. Let Christ be
lifted up before the people, acknowledge his power, revealed through the instrument in
doing a good work, but let all the glory be given back to God. Grace always humbles the
receiver. It never exalts man. The grace of Christ is to be recognized and exalted; but
sinful man never. Rejoice with trembling, nevertheless, rejoice. {1888 63.1}
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Chap. 5 - To Mary White

W-81-1888
Minneapolis, Minn. Oct. 9, 1888

Dear Daughter Mary:

We arrived at this place yesterday at about ten o'clock A. M. It had rained all night
and rained all day Wednesday. Tuesday night we had berths in palace car. There were
no berths and we were given berths in the drawing room car. Had nice chance but
could not get Will to leave the company and come in the sleeper. And it was not a very
pleasant night for those in the day coaches. Passengers were so crowded. {1888 66.1}

We arrived safely and were pleasantly located in two good hired rooms, richly
furnished with plush chairs and sofas. Willie's room was next to ours but it did not look
just in place to pile all our trunks and bundles in these nicely furnished room. We had to
walk a few rods to our meals. We decided to find other rooms and we found rooms in
the boarding house, hired for that purpose, and we have, Sarah and |, one room, plainly
furnished, but it has the blessings of a fire place which is of value you well know to me.
Will has a chamber above with stove in his room. Two brethren sleep in a bed in the
same room. Then they have a small room for to do their writing in, and Willie is just as
pleased with this as he can be. {1888 66.2}

| spoke Thursday morning. There is a large number assembled of our ministering
brethren and | do not know but a few of them. {1888 66.3}

Today, Friday at nine o'clock, | read some important matter to the conference and
then bore a very plain testimony to our brethren. This had quite an effect upon them.
Elder Butler has sent me a long letter, a most curious production of accusations and
charges against me, but these things do not move me. | believe it was my duty to come.
| worry nothing about the future, but try to do my duty for today. {1888 66.4}

| shall have to go to Battle Creek with Willie and (spend) some little time. Since the

severe trial | passed through in Healdsburg. | think
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things of like character will not have such an influence upon me again. | am glad Willie



(is) where we can look after him a little and he look after us. | think it bad to be in
different houses, but we are hoping and praying to see the work of God move forward
just in that manner as shall reflect glory to God and good to His people. {1888 66.5}

Elder Goodrich is here from Maine, Eld. Underwood from Ohio, Sands Lane and his
brother Otto Godsmark; Decker from Oregon; Corliss, U. Smith, Van Horn, Sanborn,
Fargo, Rubert, Dr. Waggoner and wife, many, many | cannot think of now. We do not
forget you but we pray for you. We long to see the power and spirit of God working
upon the hearts of our ministers. We long to see that humility which we must have to do
the work of God acceptably. Everything is done here that can be done to furnish good
clean bedding and good wholesome food. {1888 67.1}

Elder Smith and Butler are very loathe to have anything said upon the law in
Galatians, but | cannot see how it can be avoided. We must take the Bible as our
standard and we must diligently search its pages for light and evidences of truth. {1888
67.2}

Well, the sun is setting and | cannot see very good. Please write us often as you can
if it is only a word or two and | will try to write quite often to you. {1888 67.3}

Sunday morning, Oct. 14. Yesterday was a very important period in our meeting.
Eld. Smith preached in forenoon upon the Signs of the times. It was | think, a good
discourse,--timely. In the afternoon | spoke upon 1 John 3. "Behold what manner of
love," etc. The blessing of the Lord rested upon me and put words in my mouth and |
had much freedom in trying to impress upon our brethren the importance of dwelling
upon the love of God much more and let gloomy pictures alone. {1888 67.4}

The effect on the people was most happy. Believers and unbelievers bore testimony
that the Lord had blessed them in the word spoken and that from this time they would
not look on the dark side and dwell upon the great power of Satan but talk of the

goodness and the love and compassion of Jesus, and
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praise God more. {1888 67.5}

At the commencement of the Sabbath Eld. Farnsworth preached a most gloomy
discourse telling of the great wickedness and corruption in our midst and dwelling upon
the apostasies among us and there was no light, no good cheer, no spiritual
encouragement in this discourse. There was a general gloom diffused among the
delegates to the conference. But the Lord gave me testimony calculated to encourage.
My own soul was blessed and light seemed to spring up amid the darkness. | am not
attending meetings today. {1888 68.1}

Last evening we had several of the ministering brethren together and read a long
communication from Elder Butler, which kept us up till ten o'clock at night. This morning
they had an excellent social meeting. Today they have a Bible reading upon
predestination or election. Tomorrow noon the law in Galatians is to be brought up and
discussed. There is a good humble spirit among the delegates as far as we can learn.
The letter written by Eld. Butler was a good thing to open this question so we are in for
it. {1888 68.2}

Charlie Jones came yesterday, Sabbath morning. W. C. W. has gone to visit Eld.
Mattison who is in the city two miles from the meeting. The report is he is sick. Eld.



Corliss is sick. We fear he may have the run of a fever unless the Lord shall stay the
progress of disease. {1888 68.3}

John and Sarah are at work upon notes of the discourses | have given. It is cold and
has been foggy here most of the time since we have been here. | shall be pleased to
see the beautiful God-given sunshine once more. | wish | knew how many were at the
meeting. Perhaps | can tell you in my next letter. | hope to hear from our home across
the way soon. | have received no letters since | came here. {1888 68.4}

It is getting dark and | will say good night. Love to all the dear ones in the family.
Sister McComber, Babe and the dear children.

Mother | was going to write to our family but things have
transpired so | could not. Will write them if | can tomorrow. Mother {1888 68.5}
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Chap. 6 - Morning Talk

A Living Connection With God
Morning talk by Ellen G. White
Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 11, 1888 - MS 6, 1888

| am thankful, brethren and sisters, that God has spared me to come to this meeting.
| have been sick nigh unto death; but prayer was offered by those assembled at the
Oakland camp meeting, and the Lord heard them. It was not by my faith, for | had none,
but they exercised faith in my behalf, and the Lord gave me strength to bear my
testimony to the people in Oakland, and then | started, as it were, at a venture to come
on this journey. | had but one sinking spell on the way, but the Lord helped me, and
when we reached Kansas City | went out to the campground where they were holding
their meeting and spoke to the people. In this | realize and know that the Lord has
strengthened me, and He shall have all the glory. {1888 69.1}

Now as we have assembled here we want to make the most of our time. | have
thought again and again that if we would only make the most of the precious
opportunities God had given us, they would do us so much more good; but we too often
let them slip away, and we do not realize that benefit from them which we should. {1888
69.2}

My mind has been directed to the words of the apostle Paul. He says, in the
twentieth of Acts, beginning with verse 17: "And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and
called the elders of the church. And when they were come to him, he said unto them,
Ye know, from the first day that | came into Asia, after what manner | have been with
you at all seasons, serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and



temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: and how | kept back
nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you
publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ." {1888 69.3}

| have thought again and again, brethren and sisters, if we were Bible believers as
well as Bible readers, and would carry out just what God has given us, we would be far

better than we are at the present time.
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But we do not realize that it is the loving voice of God speaking to us from His Word.
We are to think everything of it and take it home to our hearts. Then Paul goes on to
say, in verse 24, "Neither count | my life dear unto myself, so that | might finish my
course with joy, and the ministry, which | have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the
gospel of the grace of God." "Wherefore | take you to record this day, that | am pure
from the blood of all men. For | have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of
God" (verses 26, 27). What a testimony is that-- "free from the blood of all men." {1888
69.4}

Now here is the exhortation: "Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of
God, which he hath purchased with his own blood." Now what is the necessity of
watching them? Why says he, "For | know this, that after my departing shall grievous
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock" (verses 28, 29). {1888 70.1}

Brethren, if we would be [in earnest] the power of the Holy Ghost would attend our
efforts, and we would see a different state of things among us. We are placed in trust
with the most solemn truths ever committed to mortals, but the course of some is of
such a character that God cannot answer their prayers. Their prayers are offensive to
His holiness, and should He hear and answer their prayers they would be confirmed in
a wrong course, and others would be led away from the straight paths. Why cannot we
take the truth God has revealed and weave it into our very life and character? If we
have the spirit of Christ in our hearts we will have a burden for the perishing souls
around us as Paul had, and we will leave such an impression upon the young men and
women who claim to believe the truth that they will feel that there are important
responsibilities resting upon them. They will feel that their faith must be increased and
that they must take up the work lying directly in their pathway, and be a blessing to
others--humble, diligent, obedient; and when they meet their associates it will be to talk
of Jesus. They will carry Jesus into their homes and testify to all of His mercy. {1888
70.2}

If Christ is formed within, the hope of glory, you will put away all vanity and foolish
speaking. You will be sanctified through the truth. You will so labor for God that you can
have an approving conscience in your ministerial work, and you can say with the
devoted Saint Paul that you are clean from the blood of all men. But you cannot say this
unless you are constantly gaining wisdom and knowledge from God as the branch
draws nourishment from the living vine, unless His Holy Spirit is resting upon you and
you are taking Jesus into your heart, thinking and talking of Jesus, and doing His work
wherever you are. This is the only way that we can work successfully in these last



times. Christ was Himself the example we should follow, not merely in outward form,

but as He was in purity, self-denial, meekness, and love. So we
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should follow Him in the world. His humiliation, His reproach, His crucifixion, and His
cross He gave to His disciples. He also gave to them the glory that was given Him. He
said, "He that believeth on me, the works that | do shall he do also; and greater works
than these shall he do; because | go unto my Father." {1888 70.3}

Brethren, it is a positive necessity that we come up to a higher and holier standard.
We must meet the difficulties in our Christian warfare as Paul met them when the Jews
were lying in wait for him. We shall have to come through trying places, for there will be
spies watching on our track and lying in wait for us. We shall not only be brought before
councils, but we shall be thrust into prison, and we must be in that advanced position of
faith that we shall know God and the power of His grace, where we can lift up holy
hands to Him without wrath and doubting; and we must learn how to believe that God
hears us. {1888 71.1}

| know that God hears the prayers of His people. | know that He answers them. But
He cannot bless us while we are cherishing selfishness; and what saith the Scriptures?
"If |1 regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." But if we put away all
self-exaltation, all self- righteousness, and come into living connection with God, the
righteousness of God will be imputed to us. "As far as the east is from the west, so far
hath he removed our transgressions from us." {1888 71.2}

The wisdom from above is abiding with us just so surely as we ask Him for it. The
Lord has not forsaken us, but it is our sins and our iniquities that have separated us
from God. We want in the name of Jesus to break down the barriers between our souls
and God and then the peace of Christ will abide in our hearts by faith. We want to
present ourselves in all humility before God, and get rid of everything like pride,
selfishness, evil surmising, evil speaking, and all iniquity. Jesus will not take His abode
in the heart where sin is enthroned. We want less of self and more of Jesus. We want
to learn how to believe--that it is simply taking God at His word--but it is impossible to
learn this unless we place ourselves in that position where we will be submissive to
God. Our will must be on God's side, not on the side of Satan. The result of proving the
forgiving love of God is to be perfectly reconciled to God's will. Then the human will and
the divine become united. Every faculty must be kept in its place, all consecrated to
God; every faculty working in God's order, performing His will and purpose. {1888 71.3}

We need not feel anxious and troubled, as though the work was in our hands alone
to manage. The Lord is standing at the helm. The Infinite has His hand on the
machinery. If we humbly do our work with fidelity, the Lord will take care of the results.
Have faith in God. This faith will enable us to have perfect trust and to look upon every
movement in God's own light. Nothing that is taking place or that can take place need to

excite in us fearful apprehensions, for God the great Master
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Worker has charge of His own work; and if man will not interfere, but leave the work to
God's own control, He will do this work well. Now, Christ would have you who minister in
sacred things to be holy as He is holy. Do not forget that your power is in God. Be sure



that if God has called you to open His Word to the people, He has called you to purity
and goodness. {1888 71.4}

You should have a clear apprehension of the gospel. The religious life is not one of
gloom and of sadness, but of peace and joy coupled with Christlike dignity and holy
solemnity. We are not encouraged by our Saviour to cherish doubts and fears and
distressing forebodings; these bring no relief to the soul and should be rebuked rather
than praised. We may have joy unspeakable and full of glory. Let us put away our
indolence and study God's Word more constantly. If we ever needed the Holy Ghost to
be with us, if we ever needed to preach in the demonstration of the Spirit, it is at this
very time. If we will not work without it now, we shall have it in every emergency in the
future, and be prepared for what is coming upon the earth. We need to dwell more
upon present truth and the preparation essential in order that sinners may be saved. If
the Spirit of God works with our efforts, we shall be called out not only to present
repentance in its true light but pardon also, and to point to the cleansing fountain where
all pollution may be washed away. {1888 72.1}

We have a far more solemn work resting upon us in preaching the gospel of Christ
than we have imagined. If we have the truth abiding in the heart, we shall be growing up
to the full stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. Let us think of these things more
earnestly. Let there be no more cramping of the intellect. There are greater wonders to
be opened to our senses, consistent with the progress of the work. The mystery of
revelation challenges investigation, for there are mines of truth to be opened to God's
people. We must put off self-righteousness, we must reach loftier heights. God will
direct the soul action if we seek the righteousness of Christ so that God can be pleased
with our efforts. We want none of self and all of Jesus. The baptism of the Holy Ghost
will come upon us at this very meeting if we will have it so. Search for truth as for
hidden treasures. The key of knowledge needs to be held in every hand that it may
open the storehouse of God's treasury, which contains stores of precious gems of truth.
When a man is craving for truth from God's Word, angels of God are by his side to lead
his mind into green pastures. {1888 72.2}

If the truth rested with greater weight upon ministers of God, they would not handle
the Word of God deceitfully. They seem to have a burden for souls while speaking to
the people, but when out of the desk they are destitute of spirituality. Be afraid of such.

They preach but do not practice. They show by their manner that the truth has not
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sanctified their souls and what they have said has had no weight upon them. God's
laborers will carry the burden of souls with them. God will not work with the man who
preaches the claims of God in the desk and gives a lie to the truth out of the desk. We
want to be clean from the blood of all men, that the blood of souls will not be found
upon us, that we can say with Paul, "l am pure from the blood of all men." {1888 72.3}
Let us commence right here in this meeting and not wait till the meeting is half
through. We want the Spirit of God here now; we need it, and we want it to be revealed
in our characters. We want the power of God here, and we want it to shine in our
hearts. Brethren, let us take hold of the work as never before. Let us inquire, How is it



with my soul? Is it in that condition that it will be well with me? Shall Christ come and
find me as | now am? May God help us to be clean in spirit, pure and holy in all manner
of conversation and godliness.--Manuscript 6, 1888. {1888 73.1}

MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS / 1888 - The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials
(1987) / Chap. 7 - Sabbath Afternoon Talk
Chap. 7 - Sabbath Afternoon Talk

Sermon by Ellen G. White
Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 13, 1888 - Ms 7, 1888

Text: "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew
him not." 1 John 3:1.

(First page of sermon missing) {1888 74.1}

How can we understand God? How are we to know our Father? We are to call Him
by the endearing name of Father. And how are we to know Him and the power of His
love? It is through diligent search of the Scriptures. We cannot appreciate God unless
we take into our souls the great plan of redemption. We want to know all about these
grand problems of the soul, of the redemption of the fallen race. It is a wonderful thing
that after man had violated the law of God and separated himself from God, was
divorced, as it were, from God--that after all this there was a plan made whereby man
should not perish, but that he should have everlasting life. {1888 74.2}

After the transgression of Adam in Eden it was Christ whom God gave to us, not that
we might be saved in our sins, but that we might be saved from our sins, that we should
return to our loyalty to God and become obedient children. As we yield our minds, our
souls, our bodies, and our all to the controlling Spirit of God, it is then that the Spirit of
truth
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is with us and we can become intelligent in regard to this great plan of redemption.
{1888 74.3}

It is true that God gave His only-begotten Son to die for us, to suffer the penalty of
the [broken] law of God. We are to consider this and dwell upon it. And when our minds
are constantly dwelling upon the matchless love of God to the fallen race, we begin to
know God, to become acquainted with Him, to have a knowledge of God, and of how
Jesus Christ, when He came to our world, laid aside His royal robes and His kingly
crown and clothed His divinity with humanity. For our sakes He became poor that we
through His poverty might be made rich. The Father sent His Son here, and right here
on this little atom of a world were enacted the grandest scenes that were ever known to



humanity. {1888 75.1}

All the universe of heaven was looking on with intense interest. Why? The great
battle was to be fought between the power of darkness and the Prince of light. Satan's
work was to magnify his power constantly. Where was his power? He claimed to be the
prince of the world and he exercised his power over the inhabitants of the world.
Satan's power was exercised in such a masterly manner that they would not
acknowledge God. Satan wanted that the children of men should get such an idea of
his wonderful work that they would talk of his masterly power. In doing this he was all
the time placing God in a false light. He was presenting Him as a God of injustice, and
not a God of mercy. He was constantly stirring up their minds so that they would have
an incorrect view of God. {1888 75.2}

How was God to be rightly represented to the world? How was it to be known that
He was a God of love, full of mercy, kindness, and pity? How was the world to know
this? God sent His Son, and He was to represent to the world the character of God.
{1888 75.3}

Satan has come right in and placed himself between God and man. It is his work to
divert the human mind, and he throws his dark shadow right athwart our pathways, so
that we cannot discern between God and the moral darkness and corruption and the
mass of iniquity that is in our world. Then what are we going to do about the matter?
Shall we let that darkness remain?--No. There is a power here for us that will bring in
the light of heaven to our dark world. Christ has been in heaven and He will bring the
light of heaven, drive back the darkness, and let the sunlight of His glory in. Then we
shall see, amid the corruption and pollution and defilement, the light of heaven. {1888
75.4}

We must not give up at the defilement that is in the human race and ever keep that
before the mind's eye. We must not look at that. What then are we to do? What is our
work?--To behold "what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us." Do not let
the blighting influences that are flooding the world be the picture that is before the mind,
but hold up the purity and love of God. Do not hang in memory's hall pictures of all the

corruption and iniquity that you can bundle
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together. No, do not do it. It discourages the mind. A discouraged man is good for
nothing. Just get the mind off these dark pictures by talking of God's love, and you may
hang memory's halls with the brightest pictures that you can imagine. {1888 75.5}

We want to keep the perfect Pattern before us. God was so good as to send a
representation of Himself in His Son Jesus Christ, and we want to get the mind and
heart to unfold and reach upward. Just as soon as Adam and Eve fell, their
countenances fell at the sight of their miserableness. We may see our wretchedness,
and we should pray that God will reveal our own hearts to us; but we should pray also
that He will reveal Himself to us as a sin-pardoning Redeemer. Let yours be the prayer,
Reveal Thyself to me, that in Thy matchless grace | may lay hold on the golden link,
Christ, which has been let down from heaven to earth, that | may grasp it and be drawn
upward. {1888 76.1}

Brethren, you have all seen on the bosom of the lake the beautiful white lily. How



anxious we have been, how we have wished and worked, that we might get that
blossom. No matter how much scum and debris and filth there is around it, yet that
does not destroy our desire for the lily. We wonder how the lily can be so beautiful and
white where there is so much filth. Well, there is a stem that strikes down to the golden
sands beneath and gathers nothing but the purest substance that feeds the lily until it
develops into the pure and spotless flower as we see it. {1888 76.2}

Should not this teach us a lesson? It ought to. It shows that although there is iniquity
all around us we should not approach it. Do not talk of the iniquity and wickedness that
are in the world, but elevate your minds and talk of your Saviour. When you see iniquity
all around you it makes you all the more glad that He is your Saviour, and we are His
children. Then, shall we look at the iniquity around us and dwell upon the dark side?
You cannot cure it; then talk of something that is higher, better, and more noble. Talk of
those things that will leave a good impression on the mind, and will lift every soul up out
of this iniquity into the light beyond. {1888 76.3}

Now, we may go into a cellar and stay there and look around into its dark corners,
and we can talk of the darkness and say, "Oh, it is so dark here," and keep talking
about it. But will it make it any lighter? Oh no! What are you going to do? Come out of it;
come out of the dark into the upper chamber where the light of God's countenance
shines brightly. {1888 76.4}

You know our bodies are made up of the food assimilated. Now, it is the same with
our minds. If we have a mind to dwell on the disagreeable things of life, it will not give
us any hope, but we want to dwell on the cheery scenes of heaven. Says Paul, "Our
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and

eternal weight of glory."
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{1888 76.5}

While we were in Switzerland | had many letters from a sister whom | dearly love
and highly esteem. In every one of these letters were the most gloomy pictures. She
seemed to be dwelling on everything objectionable. Soon after | received these letters |
prayed the Lord that He would give her help to turn her mind from the channel that it
was running in. That night | had a dream presented to me three times. | was walking in
a beautiful garden, and Sister Martha ----- was by my side. As soon as she came into
the garden | said, "Martha, do you not see this beautiful garden? See, here are the
lilies, the roses, and the pinks." "Yes," she said, as she looked up and smiled. Soon |
looked to see where she was. | was looking at the lilies, the roses, and the pinks, and
did not see her. She was in another part of the garden, and was grasping a thistle.
Then she was pricking her hands on the bramblebushes. She said they hurt her hands,
and she asked, "Why do they keep all these thistles and these briers in the garden?
Why do they let them stay here?" {1888 77.1}

Then there appeared before us a tall, dignified man who said, "Gather the roses, the
lilies, and the pinks; discard the brambles and touch them not." Then | awoke, and
when | went to sleep | dreamed the very same thing again. Three times | had the same
dream, and | arose--because | could not sleep--and wrote to Sister Martha the dream |
had had. {1888 77.2}



Now, said |, God does not want you to gather up everything objectionable; He wants
you to look at His wonderful works and at His purity. He wants you to take a view of His
matchless love and His power, to look up through the beauties of nature to nature's
God. Said I, This [dream] represents your case exactly. You are dwelling on the dark
side. You are talking of those things that give no light and bring no joy into your life. But
you must turn your mind from these things to God. There are enough roses, pinks, and
lilies in the garden of God's love so that you need not look at the briers, the thistles, and
the brambles. Now, | did not see these things, because | was delighting myself with the
flowers and all the beauties of the garden. {1888 77.3}

Now, that is what we want to do, brethren. We want to have our minds on the
encouraging things. We want to have our minds on the new country to which we are to
be introduced. Our citizenship is not of this world, but it is above, and we want to
consider what characters we should possess in order to become inhabitants of that
better world and associates of the saints of God in heaven. {1888 77.4}

Sister Martha took it, and her soul was lifted above discouragement. Now, | do not
want Satan to succeed in throwing his dark shadow across your pathway. | want you to
get away from that shadow. The Man of Calvary will throw the light of His love across
your pathway and dispel the darkness. He is able to do it and will do it, for He is Lord of
all. Somebody has thrown His light around you; it is Jesus Christ.
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{1888 77.5}

| remember when my sister Sarah, now sleeping in the grave, who attended me in
my first travels, was in discouragement. She said, "l had a strange dream last night. |
dreamed somebody opened the door and | was afraid of him; and as | continued to look
at him he increased in size and filled the whole space from the floor to the ceiling, and |
continued to grow more and more afraid. Then | thought that | had Jesus, and | said, 'l
have Jesus; | am not afraid of you.' Then he began to shrink and shrink until you could
scarcely see him, and he went out of the door." {1888 78.1}

It taught her a lesson. She said, "Ellen, we talk a great deal more of the power of the
devil than we have any right to. It pleases him, and his satanic majesty is honored; he
exults over it, and we give him honor in doing this; but," she said, "l am going to talk of
Jesus, of His love, and tell of His power." And so she brought her soul right out of
darkness and discouragement into light, and she bore a living testimony for God and
heaven. {1888 78.2}

Now, | think our testimony would be a great deal better if we talked more of Jesus
and His love and did not pay so much honor to the devil. Why should we not do it? Why
not let the light of Jesus shine in our hearts? {1888 78.3}

| remember that when | was in Oakland there was a sister who was in great trouble.
She said, "My mother troubles me. My father is a good man; but my mother has her
eyes fixed on so many young couples where the husband is disloyal that she seems to
think her husband and everyone else is disloyal. | do not know what she will do or drive
him to. She thinks he is unfaithful, and she talks of it and dwells upon it till she brings all
her misery on the rest of us, as though she were imposed upon, when there is no need
of it at all." {1888 78.4}



Is not this the case with many of us? Do we not dwell on trifles and talk of them till
our thoughts are changed to the same similitude? We can drive even our children to do
wrong things by accusing them of wrongs of which they are not guilty. While we are to
rebuke and exhort in all love, should we not also exalt Jesus and talk of His love? {1888
78.5}

"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God." It is one of Satan's devices that we should be picking up all
these disagreeable things and that our minds should not be dwelling on God and His
love. That is what Satan wants, that we should keep our minds occupied with these
things of a revolting character that cannot bring peace, joy, and harmony into the
life--nothing but discouragement--and that we should not represent Jesus Christ. {1888
78.6}

Now, Christ left us His work when He went away, and He said, "Lo, | am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world." We are not left alone in the hands of the devil.

Do you think our heavenly
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Father would leave us alone to carry on the work of redemption and bringing up the
fallen race, that He would leave us in a world flooded with evil with no help, no support,
after He had endured the agonies of the cross? Do you think He will leave us now?--No!
Says the Saviour, "Lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." And again,
"If 1 go away | will come again." "If ye shall ask any thing in my name, | will do it." This is
on the condition that we keep His commandments. Is not this a blessed promise? Why
do we not talk of it more and praise God for it? Here are the precious promises of the
Word of God to us, and why do we not take them? {1888 78.7}

Now | want to read to you something about this love of God, and what we ought to
do in order that we shall bring joy into our own hearts. Paul says, "For this cause we
also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding." Not in
order that we might have a taste, but that we might be filled. "That ye might walk worthy
of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the
knowledge of God. Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all
patience and longsuffering with joyfulness." {1888 79.1}

If we have a sense of the goodness of God in sending His Son to die for sinful man,
and if we keep that interwoven into our experience and riveted in the mind, we shall
have such love for those for whom Christ died that there will be no [desire for]
supremacy. It is Satan that brings in these differences. While we are worshiping God
there will be no hatred, no envy, no evil surmising. Brethren, we have no time for these.
We cannot think of them. There is something else before us. It is the eternal weight of
glory, the plan of salvation. We ought to understand it from beginning to the close, that
we may present it justly to the world. {1888 79.2}

What is our work here? We are to take hold of the work just where Christ left it.
What was His work? To reveal the Father to us. What is our work? To reveal Christ to
the world. How can we do this? By talking of the devil? Oh no, we have a better work to
do. We want to talk of the crucified and risen Saviour. Oh, what a terrible thing it would



be for any of us to profess to be followers of Jesus Christ and then make a botch of it,
and He find us with characters all stained with defilement. What a fearful responsibility
rests upon us! How is Christ to be revealed to the world, unless it is through those who
take hold on His merits, who believe in Jesus Christ, to the saving of their souls? He
cleanseth me. He cleanseth me from the defilement of sin. And here let the sound be
heard of what Christ has done for me. There is liberty for the sons of God. There is a
wide place for my feet to stand on, and we may have the fullness of the love of God in
our hearts. {1888 79.3}

| thank God that Christ has died for me and that | have been
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brought through a terrible ordeal of sickness and suffering of mind. It seemed as though
the enemy cast a cloud of darkness between me and my Saviour, and for twelve days it
seemed that | could think of nothing but my sufferings. When | came to Oakland my
heart was so weak and feeble that it seemed that a stone was lying on it. Not a particle
of joy was there in it; not an emotion of gladness could | realize. But was | to think that
heaven was closed to me? No! | must take the Bible, and | took the Bible and walked
right out by faith, and the darkness separated from me. {1888 79.4}

When | awake in the night | begin to pray. Some three weeks ago | awoke and said,
"O God, have mercy on me." | had no more than spoken when a voice by me seemed
to say, "l am right by you, | have not left you." This was everything to me, and it may be
just the same to you. Jesus says, | am right by you, dwelling with you, you are not alone
at all. That was just the joy | experienced, and it was worth more than mountains of gold
to me. | have learned to trust my Saviour, and | want to tell you that | have a Saviour,
and He lives; and because He lives | shall live also. {1888 80.1}

Our lives are hid with Christ in God, and when He who is our Life shall appear, we
shall appear with Him in glory. You do not need to be discouraged. Christ came to save
His people from their sins. The devil will come to you and tell you that you are a sinner
and cannot be saved. But Christ says He came to save sinners, and there you can
meet the devil every time. Christ can pardon your sins. He says, "Come now, and let us
reason together . . . : though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." {1888 80.2}

Oh, | want you to take the rich promises of God and hang memory's halls with them.
What more could you want than that promise? We have the assurance that a mother
can forget her nursing child but He will not forget us. Oh, | want the promises of God to
be the living pictures on memory's walls, that you can look at them. Then your heart can
be filled with His grace and you may exalt Jesus and crown Him Lord of all. That is your
privilege. {1888 80.3}

Now | want to read Colossians 1:12: "Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath
made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light." There is
something to be patient and long-suffering over-- "who hath delivered us from the
power of darkness." Yes, we should talk of deliverance, not of bondage; we should be
joyful and not cast down. "And hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son."
Why can we not act as subjects of His kingdom? May the love of Christ burn on the



altar of our hearts, and may you love Christ as your Saviour, and your brethren as
yourself. {1888 80.4}
"In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sin." Now

we want to act like individuals who are redeemed
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by the blood of Christ; we are to rejoice in the blood of Christ and in the forgiveness of
sins. That is what we are to do, and may God help us to get our minds off the dark
pictures, and think on those things that will give us light. {1888 80.5}

Now | want to read another scripture: "Be careful for nothing." What does that
mean? Why, don't cross a bridge before you get to it. Don't make a time of trouble
before it comes. You will get to it soon enough, brethren. We are to think of today, and
if we do well the duties of today, we will be ready for the duties of tomorrow. "But in
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God." Thanksgiving is to be brought in. "And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus."
Then we are not given over into the hands of the devil; we have a loving heavenly
Father, and He has given His Son to bear our iniquity. {1888 81.1}

Now what is next? "Finally, brethren." Now, this is to each of you. It comes along
down the line to our times. "Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, if there be
any praise, think on these things." Shall we do it? Shall we turn over a page in our
religious experience and train and educate the mind so that it will not take these things
that are disagreeable and think on them? Shall we think on these things that give us no
power, or shall we let our minds dwell on those things that will give us a better feeling
toward our brethren and elevate our souls to God? Now, there are many things that we
need to bring into our lives and characters. May God help us that we may take these
things to our hearts and think of them, that our minds may be elevated above earthly
things. {1888 81.2}

We have seen of the grace of God since we met you last. Since last spring | have
visited Lemoore, Fresno, and Selma. | was at the Selma camp meeting. During my stay
there | was introduced to a tall man-- over six feet tall--and well proportioned. When he
took my hand he seemed much affected and said, "I am so glad to meet you; | am
thankful that | can speak with you." After going into the tent a brother came in and said,
"That man has a history." Then he went on and told how a year before he had been
converted; how he had once kept the Sabbath but had gone back, and how he claimed
that he never had been converted. Then after he gave up the truth he went back into
the company of hard cases, and Satan took complete possession of him. Two or three
were linked with him in his wickedness--men who would not want it to be known that
they were in such business. They stole and did wickedness in every way. {1888 81.3}

He was not a licentious man; he had a wife and he respected her. She was a

Sabbathkeeper, and he would not allow a word to be said
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against her. This was the position he took; he loved her, but not enough to stop his evil



course. He did not care for the spoil of his robberies, but did it for the enjoyment he
found in it. Well, Elder [E.P.] Daniels was holding meetings, and he was speaking on
confession. What was said seemed to take hold of this man's mind, and he could not
resist. He seemed to turn white, and then left the tent. He could not stand it. He went
out and then he came back again. This he did three times; he looked as if he were
going to faint away. {1888 81.4}

After the meeting had closed he said, "l must talk to you, sir." He told Elder Daniels
his condition and said, "Is there any hope for me? | am a lost man; | am undone; | am a
sinner. Will you pray for me? | dare not leave this place to go home for fear the Lord will
cut me down in my sins." He said he could not stay in the tent, and went out again and
again, but did not dare remain outside for fear the power of the devil should fasten on
him and that would be the last of him. {1888 82.1}

"They prayed for him, and the man was converted right there. The defiant look was
gone; his countenance was changed. "Now," said he, "l have a work to do. | stole
thirty-one sheep from that man in Selma, and | must go and confess to him." Elder
Daniels was afraid to have it known for fear they would shut him up. He said he would
rather go to prison and stay there than to think that Christ had not forgiven his sin. So
he started, with a young man who before this was engaged with him in thefts, to go and
see the man. He met the man on the road and stopped him. The man commenced to
shake like an aspen leaf. He was an infidel. Well, he got on his knees before them in
the road and begged to be forgiven. The man asked, "Where did you get this? What
has brought you into this state? | did not know that there was any such religion as this."
They told him that they had been down to the camp meeting, and heard it preached
there. "Well," said he, "l will go over to that meeting." {1888 82.2}

They confessed to having burned houses and barns. And they went to the grand jury
and confessed to having stolen here and there. Mind, they confessed to the authorities.
They said, "We deliver ourselves up. Do with us as you see fit." So the case was
considered in court, and they had a council over the matter. One suggested that they
better put those men through. The judge looked at him and said, "What, put him
through? Put a man through that God is putting through? Would you take hold of a man
that God is taking hold of? Whom God's forgiving power has taken hold of? Would you
do that? No, | would rather have my right arm cut off to the shoulder." Something got
hold of those men so that they all wept as children. {1888 82.3}

The report of that experience went everywhere. People thought that there was a
power in this truth that was in nothing else--a power that shows that Jesus lives. We

have seen the power of His grace manifested in many cases in a remarkable manner.
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{1888 82.4}

Now, whenever we can see anything encouraging, put it in the paper, and talk about
it. Why talk of Satan's great power and his wonderful works, and say nothing of the
majesty and goodness and mercy of our God which falls to the ground unnoticed? Pick
these up, brethren, with consecrated hands, pick them up. Hold them high before the
world. Talk of the love of God and dwell upon it; thank Him for it. Open the doors of
your hearts and show forth your gratitude and love. Clear away this rubbish which



Satan has piled before the door of your heart and let Jesus come in and occupy. Talk of
His goodness and power. {1888 83.1}

You know how it was with Moses. He felt that he must have an answer to his prayer.
He realized the responsibility of leading the people out of Egypt, but he did not go and
pick up everything objectionable and dwell on it. He knew they were a stiff-necked
people, and he said, "Lord, | must have Thy presence"; and the Lord said, "My
presence shall go with thee." You remember Moses went into the wilderness and
stayed forty years, during which time he put away self, and that made room so that he
could have the presence of God with him. {1888 83.2}

He thought if he could have the presence of God's glory it would help him to carry on
this great work. He says, "Shew me thy glory." Now that was a man of faith, and God
did not rebuke him. God did not call it presumption, but He took that man of faith and
put him into the cleft of the rock and put His hand over the rock and showed him all the
glory that he could endure. He made His goodness to pass before him, and showed
him His goodness, His mercy, and His love. If we want God's glory to pass before us, if
we want to have memory's halls hung with the promises of love and mercy, we want to
talk of His glory and tell of His power. And if we have dark and miserable days we can
commit these promises to memory and take our minds off discouragement. It would
please the devil to think he has bothered us; but we want to talk of Jesus and His love
and His power, because we have nothing better to talk of. {1888 83.3}

Now, brethren and sisters, let us hope in God. Let gratitude enter into our hearts,
and while we may have to bear plain testimony to separate from sin and iniquity, we do
not want to be hammering upon that string forever. We want to lift up these souls that
are cast down; we want them to catch that love of God and know that He will put His
everlasting arms beneath them. Brethren and sisters, we want to look up; not down, but
upward, upward, lifting the soul higher and still higher. | want these blessings and | will
not rest satisfied until | am filled with all the fullness of God. Nothing can be greater
than that, can it? {1888 83.4}

We want to be in that position where we shall perfect a Christian character and
represent Jesus Christ to the world. Christ was sent as our pattern and shall we not
show that we have all His love and kindness and all His charms? And the love of Jesus

Christ will take possession
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of our characters and our lives, and our conversation will be holy, and we will dwell on
heavenly things. {1888 83.5}

| believe that Jesus is interested in all this assembly. He is here today. He says,
"Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the midst of
them." He is with you and that to bless. We want the blessing, and why should we not
have it? We are to meet the moral darkness that is in the world, and we must meet it as
Christ did. We must reveal Christ to all who are around us. When we do this work we
are abiding in Christ and Christ is abiding in us, not only when we speak of Him, but He
is with us all the time to help us on every point, to press back the power of moral
darkness. {1888 84.1}



"Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."
He is not your enemy, He is your best Friend, and He wishes us to show to the world
that we have a God. He wants us to show that we have Jesus with us, and He is
stronger than the strong man armed. Therefore, let us elevate our minds and our
conversation and seek for heaven and heavenly things. God help us when we are in
this position, that we shall not be seeking after earthly things, but that we shall be
charmed with the things of heaven. We want to "behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the
world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are the sons of God, and
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." {1888 84.2}

| look over this congregation, and you look like discouraged men, like men who have
been fighting with the powers of darkness; but courage, brethren! There is hope! "It
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall
be like him; for we shall see him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him
purifieth himself, even as he is pure." {1888 84.3}

Oh, I love Him. | love Him, for He is my love. | see in Him matchless charms, and oh,
how | want that we shall enter in through the gates into the city. Then shall every crown
be taken off from every head and cast at the feet of Jesus our blessed Redeemer. He
has purchased it for me; He has purchased it for you, and we shall acknowledged Him
Lord of all. And we shall cast all our honor at His feet and crown Him Lord of all. We
shall shout, "Glory to God in the highest." | wish we would learn to praise Him more.
"Whoso offereth praise glorifieth" God. | wish you would talk of it. | wish you would
educate your hearts and lips to praise Him, to talk of His power and glory. | wish you
would tell of His power. When you do it you are elevating your Saviour, and when you
lift that standard up against your enemy he will flee from you. God help us to praise Him
more and to be found faultless.--Manuscript 7, 1888. {1888 84.4}

MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS / 1888 - The Ellen G. White 1888 Materials
(1987) / Chap. 8 - To G. I. Butler
Chap. 8 - To G. I. Butler

Letter 21, 1888
Warnings Against Jealousy and Misjudqging; A Defense of Dr. Kellogg [THIS LETTER
WAS WRITTEN TO ELDER BUTLER AT THE TIME OF THE 1888 GENERAL
CONFERENCE IN MINNEAPOLIS. ALTHOUGH ELDER BUTLER WAS SICK IN
BATTLE CREEK AND SO NOT ABLE TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE, HE
ENDEAVORED TO COUNTERACT THE INFLUENCE OF E. J. WAGGONER, A. T.
JONES, AND OTHERS, BY LETTERS SENT TO MANY OF THE DELEGATES. ELLEN
WHITE REBUKED HIM FOR DISPLAYING A WRONG ATTITUDE. FORTUNATELY,
ELDER BUTLER DID NOT REMAIN IN A STATE OF DARKNESS. DUE TO HIS
WIFE'S ILL HEALTH, AS WELL AS HIS OWN, HE WAS FORCED TO DROP OUT OF




ACTIVE WORK FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. THIS PERIOD OF RETIREMENT MADE
QUIET REFLECTION A NECESSITY, AND HE PROFITED FROM THE EXPERIENCE.
IN 1902, ELLEN WHITE WROTE OF ELDER BUTLER:] {1888 85.1}

The Lord has proved and tested and tried him, as He did Job and as He did Moses. |
see in Elder Butler one who has humbled his soul before God. He has another spirit
than the Elder Butler of younger years. He has been learning his lesson at the feet of
Jesus.--Letter 77, 1902. {1888 85.2}

ELDER URIAH SMITH ALSO CAME OUT OF DARKNESS INTO THE LIGHT. FOR

FURTHER DETAILS, SEE A. V. OLSON, THIRTEEN CRISIS YEARS, PP. 87-108.]
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{1888 85.3}
Warnings Against Jealousy and Misjudging; A Defense of Dr. Kellogg

| have read your letter with surprise, and yet | am not altogether in the dark in regard
to your feelings. | fail to discover in your letter the right ring. | do not see in your
expressions in regard to others the love and respect that should exist between brethren.
If you think you can indulge in feelings of contempt for men whom God has been raising
up to fill important places in His work for this time because you are the president of the
General Conference, you do not understand your true position. We all need, rather, to
encourage these men who are evidencing that they are bearing burdens in the
work--even if they are younger men in years and in experience, even if they were mere
children when we were active in the work--and standing in the forefront of the battle.
{1888 86.1}

| tremble for you and Elder Smith, for | know from the light God has been giving me
from time to time for the last 45 years that you are working upon principles that are not
altogether after God's order. Your understanding has become confused upon some
things. You must not think that the Lord has placed you in the position that you now
occupy as the only men who are to decide as to whether any more light and truth shall
come to God's people. The spirit and influence of the ministers generally who have

come to this meeting is to discard light. | am sorry that the enemy has power upon your
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minds to lead you to take such positions. They will be a snare to you and a great
hindrance to the work of God, if God has ever spoken by me. | do not hesitate to speak
to you decidedly, because the position you occupy is a responsible one and your
relation to the cause and work of God makes it important that you be entirely clear and
correct in your ideas of what is truth and what is light. While many are looking to you to
lead the way, be very careful that you do not lead in the wrong direction. {1888 86.2}
There is not the least need, my brethren, of disunion and variance among us. No
such thing should exist among Christians. When you speak let your words savor of
unity and love. We are Christians; how can we be in the least perplexed in regard to the
course we should pursue toward each other? Christ has given the plainest rules for us
to follow in Matthew 5:23, 24: "Therefore if thou bring thy qift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; leave there thy gift before the



altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy
gift." {1888 87.1}

Why is it that our personal feelings are stirred up so easily? Why do we cherish
suspicion toward each other? One of the terrible fruits of sin is that it separates very
[close] friends, puts brother at variance against brother, and neighbor against neighbor.
Those who have enjoyed sweet union and love become cold and indifferent toward
each other because they do not hold, in all points, ideas alike. Our blessed Lord came
into the world to bring peace and good will to men, and prayed that His disciples might

be one as He was one with the Father. He prayed for His immediate disciples and
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said, "Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also who shall believe on me through
their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and | in thee, that they
also may be one in us; that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory
which thou gavest me | have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one: |
in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me" [John
17:20-23]. It is the absence of Christ in the soul, and the cherishing of self-sufficiency,
that leads to dissension. {1888 87.2}

| have felt so grateful to God that He was qualifying men to carry the heavy burdens
which have rested with crushing weight upon a few men who have been the standard
bearers. Shall not we, my brother, acknowledge that God in mercy has been raising up
other workmen besides ourselves to devise, and plan, and gain experience? And shall
we regard them lightly because they may differ with us, honestly and conscientiously,
upon the interpretation of some points of Scripture? Are we infallible? The spirit that
controls the attitude of a large number at this meeting evidences that they are led by
another spirit. The church at Battle Creek, which is the great center, will either be
advancing to greater light, or it will be retrograding. {1888 88.1}

How men claiming to be led of God can feel at ease when the church is so destitute
of the grace of Christ, is a marvel to me. The truths of God's Word are elevating and
stirring if really acted upon. They are truths of eternal moment. The application of
Scriptural truths to the heart and conscience by the Holy Spirit must have a power upon

the life, and work a
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transformation of character, else the truth is no truth to us. The fruit we bear should
testify that the truth has sanctified the soul, that the receiver is ever learning in the
school of Christ to be more and more like the divine Teacher, and that the grace of God
has fallen upon the soul like the warm, bright rays of the sun upon the earth. And God
gives the weary wrestler rest. {1888 88.2}

| cannot be pleased with your spirit, Brother Butler; it is not Christlike. | am sorry for
you that you have not kept pace with the opening providence of God. You have mingled
your own natural traits of character with your work. Sometimes your spirit has been
softened and melted with tenderness, but false ideas of what belonged to your position
in the work has turned your mind into wrong channels. There have been continuous
mistakes made in devising and planning. If one man has been deemed capable to



stand in a position of trust, manifold responsibilities have been laid upon him, so that
nothing was done with thoroughness. This was not wise. The Lord did not move upon
you by His Holy Spirit to write upon inspiration. That was not your work. While you may
regard it as light, it will lead many souls astray, and will be a savor of death to some.
{1888 89.1}

You have special union with those who consider your work and your way of doing it
all right. They seek your favor, confide in, and work to sustain you, while there are many
who are far more acceptable than these men in the sight of One who is infinite in
wisdom and who never makes a mistake, but upon whom you look with suspicion
because they do not feel obliged to receive their impressions and ideas from human
beings [who] act, only as they
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act, talk only as they talk, think only as they think and, in fact, make themselves little
less than machines. {1888 89.2}

God wants both pupils and teachers to look to Him for light and knowledge. Christ is
always sending fresh and profitable messages to those whose minds and hearts are
open to receive them. It is not for the Lord's delegated ministers to look to other minds
to plan and devise for them. They must use the ability God has given them, and make
God the center and source of all their wisdom. {1888 90.1}

Has God given these light? Has He given them knowledge? Go yourself to the same
source from whence they received that light. In God is strength, and power, and all
blessing. We must carry the minds of all away from poor, defective self, and present
Jesus as the fountain of all grace and all wisdom. We must teach young and old to
search the Scriptures and obtain an experience for themselves, that they may be rooted
and grounded in the truth. They are not to copy any man's peculiarities of speech, or of
spirit, or his ways and manners of working, but are to be their own simple selves,
looking to God to put His divine impress upon the character. We are pained to see the
defects existing in men entrusted with weighty responsibilities being copied as virtues
by those who look up to them. This makes us afraid. We say, Go to God for your own
selves, and obtain His mold upon you. {1888 90.2}

The Lord has presented some things before me in regard to the prejudice and
jealousy which has existed in your mind, and which you have communicated to others
both by hints and in plainly expressed words, showing that you

91
were not seeking to promote harmony and unity with the workers upon the Pacific
coast. Just as precious are they in the sight of the Lord as are the workers on this side
of the Rocky Mountains. Unsanctified ambition is always abhorrent to God. It reveals
itself in seeking to be first, because they have borne burdens and, unwisely, too many
responsibilities. Let these things be corrected, and let each man bear his part in
thinking and in planning, and gain an experience. {1888 90.3}

You are not doing God's will in depreciating those who are fellow-workers in the
same cause and for the same purpose as yourself. Give them the same chance to
obtain an experience and to act, as you have had. God enjoins upon us to guard the
reputation of our fellow-believers in the harvest field as we desire our own reputation to



be guarded. If carnal ambition holds the supremacy, God is displeased, for His name is
dishonored where it should be magnified. A man may be looked upon as under the
controlling influence of the Spirit of God, while he may be deceived, for it is his own
natural tendencies that control his judgment and bear sway, so that a look, a hint, a
mean smile, a word from him, though he may be apparently suppressing his own
feelings, goes a long way in suggesting doubts and suspicion to other minds when, in
order to meet the approval of God, his every word, his whole soul, should be thrown in
an opposite direction from that to which he gives it. {1888 91.1}

Now, God notes all this human sinful ambition, and it is an offense to Him. One will
express a hint, or make an assertion unadvisedly, another repeats the impression made

upon his mind, and another gathers it up and
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adds a little more of his human imaginings, and before any of them are aware of what
they are doing they have built up strong barriers between God's workmen. They make it
very unpleasant for themselves, for Satan enters into, and figures largely in, this kind of
work. He leads these deluded ones to think their own convictions are true beyond a
question or doubt. Now, against Satan's schemes of this kind there is but one
safeguard--that is to have truth as it is in Jesus planted in the heart of every man
engaged in the work of God, not merely in theory but by the Spirit of God. They should
feel the truth in its power and know by experience its sanctifying and elevating influence
upon the soul. {1888 91.2}

You speak of the affliction that came upon you because of the "way this matter (the
question of the law in Galatians) has been pushed and urged by responsible men in the
cause, and by your seeming attitude, which has brought me to my present condition
more than any other one thing." | have no knowledge of taking any position in this
matter. | have not with me the light God had given me on this subject, and which had
been written, and | dared not make any rash statement in relation to it till | could see
what | had written upon it. My attitude therefore could not be helped. | had not read Dr.
[E. J.] Waggoner's articles in the Signs, and | did not know what his views were. {1888
92.1}

You speak, dear brother, of that terrible conference, the last held in Battle Creek,
while | was in Switzerland. That conference was presented to me in the night season.
My guide said, "Follow me; | have some things to show you." He led me where | was a

spectator of the scenes that transpired
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at that meeting. | was shown the attitude of some of the ministers, yourself in particular,
at that meeting, and | can say with you, my brother, it was a terrible conference. {1888
92.2}

My guide then had many things to say which left an indelible impression upon my
mind. His words were solemn and earnest. He opened before me the condition of the
church at Battle Creek. | can only give here a meager portion of what was said to me.
He stated that the church needed the "energy of Christ"--that all must cling close to the
Bible, for it alone can give a correct knowledge of God's will. A time of trial was before
us, and great evils would be the result of the Phariseeism which has in a large degree



taken possession of those who occupy important positions in the work of God. {1888
93.1}

He said that the work of Christ upon the earth was to undo the heavy burdens and
let the oppressed go free, to break every yoke; and the work of His people must
correspond with the work of Christ. He stretched out his arms toward Dr. Waggoner,
and to you, Elder Butler, and said in substance as follows: "Neither have all the light
upon the law, neither position is perfect." "Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness
for the upright in heart" [Psalms 97:11]. There are hundreds that know not why they
believe the doctrines they do. {1888 93.2}

Let all search the Scriptures diligently for themselves, and not be satisfied to have
the leaders do it for them, else we shall be as a people in a position similar to that of the
Jews in Christ's time--having plenty of machinery, forms, and customs, but bearing little
fruit to God's glory. It
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is time for the church to realize her solemn privileges and sacred trust, and to learn
from the great Teacher. {1888 93.3}

The spirit which has prevailed at this meeting is not of Christ. There is not love, there
is not sympathy or tender compassion one toward another. Dark suspicions have been
suggested by Satan to cause dissension. Roots of bitterness have sprung up whereby
many will be defiled. Christians should harbor no jealousies or evil surmisings, for this
spirit is of Satan. There must be no strife between brethren. God has made this people
the repository of sacred truths. Ye are one in faith, one in Christ Jesus. Let there be no
lording it over God's heritage. Let there be no such oppression of conscience as is
revealed in these meetings. It is God that scrutinizes every talent, and it is He who will
judge every man's work. He has not laid this work of judging upon any man; they have
mistaken their calling. There must be no exalting one's self above others. {1888 94.1}

God has not committed to any finite man the work of judging others, for man's
judgment would be biased by his peculiar traits of character. Neither had He laid it upon
any man to bind the conscience of another, or to pass judgment upon His holy Word,
defining what is inspired and what is human. Unless sanctified, soul, body, and spirit,
man will be in danger of manifesting an unkindly spirit toward his brother who does not
agree with his ideas. There is no such narrowness with God. {1888 94.2}

The enemy of God and man is here on the ground where important interests are
centered, at the heart of the work, to misrepresent, to create suspicion and
misapprehensions. From this night's work there will arise false
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imaginings, cruel and unjust misunderstandings, that will work like leaven in every
church, and close hearts to the strivings of the Spirit of God. Unless the Lord in His
mercy shall lift up a standard for us against the enemy, kindness will be requited with
suspicions and insult; faithful warnings and admonitions sent from God will be scorned
by some, unheeded by others, and the influence of this meeting will be as far-reaching
as eternity. {1888 94.3}

The spirit manifested is not of Christ. The outgrowth of this will be that some will turn
away from light and others will come to a standstill in spiritual growth, because from this



hour blindness of mind and self-righteousness will take the place in their experience of
justice, mercy, and the love of God. The seeds of disaffection and disunion will be
scattered broadcast, and all because men allow their own spirit to control them and
make them unsympathetic and unimpressible, like moral icebergs, cold, sunless, dark,
and forbidding. The result will be ruin to souls. The church at Battle Creek has been
blessed with great privileges, but the work that should have been done in it to make
these privileges and opportunities tend to spiritual health and growth, has been
neglected. {1888 95.1}

The Lord is willing to bestow great light upon those who open their hearts to its
divine rays. Those who have marked out a certain course in which the light must come
will fail to receive it, for God works in His own appointed way. It will be said of some
here, unless they quickly change their present attitude, "Ye have taken away the key of
knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in, ye hindered"

[Luke 11:52]. The church needs earnest and persevering labor.
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{1888 95.2}

If those who are placed in responsible positions are faithful, living in daily
communion with Christ, they will learn to place the same estimate upon man that God
does. Personal preferences manifested for a few will give way to a true spirit of charity
toward all. You know not whom God may have chosen to be heirs of His kingdom. They
may be the very ones you would not think at all qualified for the work. The great
Shepherd will call His own sheep by name, [and] one by one will lead them out. The
men upon whom you place so low an estimate may be those whom God will choose to
do a special work for Him, notwithstanding your judgment to the contrary. {1888 96.1}

The churches have been cherishing a spirit which God cannot approve; and unless
they humble their souls before God and possess a different spirit, they will reject God's
light and follow spurious light to the ruin of their own and many other souls. They must
have the converting power of God to transform them. This power needs to come into
your heart, my brother, and mold you over anew. You are passing a crisis in your
experience, and are in great danger of self-deception. {1888 96.2}

You have made grave charges against me in your letter sent to me at this place, but
as yet | do not see their justice. | wrote to you from Switzerland in the fear of God. | was
doing a work in this matter that was not pleasant to me, but | felt it my duty to do this
work. If my letter caused so great consequences to you as five months' illness, | shall
not be held accountable for it; for if you had received it in the right spirit, it would have
had no such results. | wrote in the anguish of my soul in regard to the course you
pursued in the [1886] General Conference [Session] two
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years since. The Lord was not pleased with that meeting. Your spirit, my brother, was
not right. The manner in which you treated the case of Dr. Waggoner was perhaps after
your own order, but not after God's order. The course you took was not excusable,
even if his views were questionable. We must not crowd and push one another
because others do not see just as we see. We must treat others with Christ-like
courtesy, even if they differ with us. Matthew 5:43-48; 1 John 2:9-11; 3:16-18; 1 John



4:7,8. {1888 96.3}

You refer to your office as President of the General Conference, as if this justifies
your course of action, which you deemed wholly right, but which, from the light the Lord
has been pleased to give me, | deem to be wrong in some respects. The very fact that
you are standing in a position of responsibility | urge upon you as the reason why you
should show a forbearing, courteous, Christlike spirit at all times and under all
circumstances. Your brethren in the ministry, who respect you and your office, will be
very apt to follow your example in the treatment of such cases. You are to be an
example to your brethren, worthy of imitation. Your words, your spirit, your deportment,
even the manner in which you treat your brethren, are sowing seeds for good or evil. It
is both your privilege and duty, especially in your position of trust, to be like-minded with
God, then you will be strong in His strength, and meek and humble as a little child.
{1888 97.1}

Cling close to your Bible, for its sacred truths can purify, ennoble, and sanctify the
soul. You must hold the truth and teach it as it is in Jesus, else it is of no value to you.
Before the light of God's truth let human opinions and ideas and human wisdom appear

as they are in the sight of
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God--as foolishness. Let no man feel that his position as president, either of the
General Conference or of a State conference, clothes him with a power over the
consciences of others that is the least degree oppressive, for God will not sanction
anything of this kind. He must respect the rights of all, and all the more because he is in
a position where others will pattern after him. Your position binds you under the most
sacred obligations to be very careful what kind of spirit you entertain towards your
brethren. They are acting a part in God's cause as well as yourself. Will not God teach
them and guide them as well as yourself? You are not even to allow yourself to think
unkindly of them, much less to climb upon the judgment seat and censure or condemn
your brethren, when you may be yourself, in many respects, more deserving of censure
than they. Your work is bearing the inspection of God. {1888 97.2}

If a brother differs with you on some points of truth, do not stoop to ridicule, do not
place him in a false light or misconstrue his words, making sport of them; do not
misinterpret his words and wrest them of their true meaning. This is not conscientious
argument. Do not present him before others as a heretic, when you have not with him
investigated his positions, taking the Scriptures text-by-text in the spirit of Christ to show
him what is truth. You do not yourself really know the evidence he has for his faith, and
you cannot clearly define your own position. Take your Bible, and in a kindly spirit weigh
every argument that he presents, and show him by the Scriptures if he is in error. When
you do this without unkind feelings, you will do only that which is your duty and the duty
of every minister of Jesus Christ.
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{1888 98.1}

There were thrusts in your pamphlet which the Lord did not prompt you to make.
You have no right to wound the feelings of your brethren. You speak of them in a
manner which | cannot sanction, because | have been shown many times in the case of



others that it was not right. You call Brethren Jones and Waggoner fledglings, and you
make reference to the words | spoke at the conference in California. | am surprised, my
brother, to read such things from your pen. | was not making thrusts at you, Elder
Butler; | was speaking upon general principles, and | felt that the cause before us
required me to speak. | have been shown, in reference to Dr. Kellogg and his work, that
which warranted me in speaking. | had been shown more than once that he was
regarded in a wrong light by many in Battle Creek, that they were unchristian in their
feelings and treatment of him, and that he was even regarded by some as a dishonest
man. {1888 99.1}

Some have come to me to inquire if these reflections from you upon the doctor were
correct, if it was true that he was a scheming and designing man. | had always labored
to remove this impression, for | knew it was not just to have it prevail in California
among those who knew him not. | simply did that which | knew to be my duty in that
conference. | would not dare to say | acted in my own spirit or spoke from mere human
impulse or wisdom, for | knew better than my brethren how the Lord looked upon this
case. My remarks were not hasty, and | spoke only as | knew that | ought to speak. |
have nothing to retract in that matter. {1888 99.2}

It will be seen sometime that our brethren and sisters have not been inspired by the

Spirit of Christ in their manner of dealing with Dr.
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Kellogg. | knew that your views of the doctor are not correct. Your attitude toward him
will not bear the approval of God, even if he was the man which you think him to be.
You cannot be any help to him while you maintain this position, but you can pursue a
course that will so weaken his confidence in his brethren that they cannot help him
when and where he needs to be helped. {1888 99.3}

He is placed, as | have been shown repeatedly, in a peculiar position in his relation
to the world, respected by men of highest intelligence and yet holding the faith and
doctrines of Seventh-day Adventists. Now, as the doctor is situated, standing on the
high eminence that he does in his profession, he can by firmly holding the truth exert a
wide influence in its behalf. The position he occupies affords him many privileges and
opportunities to reach with the truth a class which we could not otherwise reach. Dr.
Kellogg is a man of opportunity, a man who needs the wisdom of God to bless and
guide him every step in his position of trust, if he will serve God faithfully, just as He will
you in your position of trust, if you serve Him faithfully. {1888 100.1}

Your work and Dr. Kellogg's lie in altogether different lines, and you have no more
right to depreciate him because he does not meet your ideas and do just as you think
he should do, than he has to depreciate you because you do not work in his way. In the
providence of God, Dr. Kellogg has influence. Like yourself he was taken from among
the laboring class, and by his indomitable will and persevering energy and with one
object in view, he has reached a position among the honored men of the world. This
position did
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not compel him to sacrifice one principle of our doctrines of faith to make a success. He
has signalized himself as a man of wisdom and aptitude to plan and execute them, and



his high standing in the medical profession has an influence to remove from a large
class the false impressions which have prevailed with regard to Seventh-day Adventists'
being an ignorant class of people. {1888 100.2}

Whatever course he may take he is only a man liable to make mistakes and give
some a chance to find something to criticize. Because you do not always think and
speak and act as one having the mind of Christ, you will not consider that you make
mistakes and that others may criticize you. The position the doctor occupies in medical
circles leads him amid scenes of temptation, where he needs a constant hold upon God
and brethren who can help him, pray for him, advise and counsel him. If he has this
hold he will be the means of great good. Some of the worldly wise will at first
disapprove; lawless and designing ones, and those who are disaffected, and men who
have apostatized from the faith, will plot against him, but if he maintains his integrity, as
did Daniel, God will give him favor among men in order that true hygienic principles and
appliances may prevail to a large extent over drug medication. Shall those who claim to
be reformers cease to reform? Shall they set themselves in array against the work of
reform and these men to whom the Lord shall entrust a certain work? {1888 101.1}

Dr. Kellogg is a finite man and has his errors as well as other men, but God has
done a work through him and has been giving him strength. He does not now feel

exasperated, as he once did, when he is misjudged. He
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needs wise men for counselors, for their wisdom will be required to set things right and
keep them right. Men are needed in the sanitarium and out of the sanitarium who can
appreciate the situation on all sides, who will take in all in their hearing and not say Yes,
Yes, to every proposition, but who, if they see danger of wrong moves that will injure the
reputation of Dr. Kellogg and the sanitarium, will not be afraid to speak frankly and
honestly. This is just as much a part of their duty as to approve and sanction; but they
should do this with a Christian spirit and in such a reasonable way that the words will
not appear a thrust, or condemnatory, but will have a right effect. {1888 101.2}

There is no reason why his brethren should stand away from him and criticize and
denounce and condemn him when they have no real knowledge of his work and what
they are talking about. They gather from hearing or supposition the idea that Dr. Kellogg
is a designing, dangerous man, and acting upon that idea they unjustly and with an
unchristian spirit place themselves directly in the way of his efforts, thus counteracting
the good work he is trying to do, and their course is not fair and just. It may produce a
condition of things to drive him to the very things they condemn. The opposition that
has existed in reference to Dr. Kellogg is contagious and is hostile to the health of the
soul. This is not the Spirit of Christ and will have no saving influence upon Dr. Kellogg.
{1888 102.1}

In the fear of God we say to all such, Keep silent, speak no evil thing, keep your
mouth as with a bridle that your lips will not offend God, and when you do speak let it

be to some purpose to set things in order, as
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is your duty as wise sentinels of sacred trusts. The very same course that some are
pursuing towards the doctor might as justly be pursued towards themselves, but they do



not think of this; they do not see their own course is open to criticism. {1888 102.2}

God is displeased to have brethren suspiciously pick up an item here, and a jot and
tittle there, and construe these tidbits into grave sins. Complaining, faultfinding, and
backbiting will be carried on to a large extent among the people when encouraged by
the influence of the men engaged in the solemn work of the ministry. To disdain
another's work because it is not in your line of work is an offense to God. It is no less a
sin when men who occupy positions of trust engage in it. If you, my brother, were to go
into a field where are precious things, shrubs and flowers, and pass these by unnoticed,
and begin to complain of the thistles and the briers and unsightly shrubs, and present
these as the representation of what was in that field, would it be just? Should you not
rather have gathered the roses, the lilies, and the precious things and carried these
away, thankful that such blessings, did exist, acknowledging that there were things of
precious value in that field? {1888 103.1}

Dr. Kellogg has done a work that no man | know of among us has had qualifications
to do. He has needed the sympathy and confidence of his brethren. There should have
been a tender compassion for him in his position of trust, and they should have pursued
a course that would have gained and retained his confidence. God would have it thus.

But there has been, instead, a spirit of suspicion and criticism. If the doctor fails in doing
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his duty and being an overcomer at last, those brethren who have failed in their want of
wisdom and discernment to help the man when and where he needed their help, will be
in a large measure responsible, for there have [been] but few [who have] faithfully
warned him in kindness and love for his soul, but hurt him with their thrusts behind his
back. His brethren do at times really feel that God is using the doctor to do a work that
no other one is fitted to do; but when they meet so strong a current of reports to his
detriment, [they] are perplexed; they partially accept them, and decide that Dr. Kellogg
must really be hypocritical and dishonest. They do not consider the good he has done
and that he is doing. They do not look at his efforts to elevate the religious and moral
tone at the Sanitarium, and keep it up to a high standard. How must the doctor feel to
be ever regarded with suspicion? Can nothing be done to change this order of things?
Must it ever be thus? | know that it is not right. There are things that will occur in
connection with the Sanitarium that will need much wisdom to plan and arrange, and
here is where other minds must come in to place things as God would have them. {1888
103.2}

| did not have one thought at the General Conference at Oakland of making thrusts
at you, Brother Butler. | sustained the proposition to have such a building as has been
erected on the Sanitarium grounds, and as the plan was set before me | could not admit
that Dr. Kellogg was doing anything unfair or dark in this move. It was a work which was
much needed if it could be successfully and wisely managed, and no one would have

had reason to doubt the doctor's integrity in the matter if his brethren from Battle Creek
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had not planted the seeds of doubt and suspicion on the Pacific coast. | have not
hesitated to speak plainly to the doctor when | have seen him in the wrong or in danger
of taking a wrong course, because his soul was of value. Christ paid the redemption



price for his soul, and the devil will do his utmost to ruin his soul. Let none of us help
him in his work. {1888 104.1}

| am very sorry that you should have allowed yourself to think that because he has
treated me with great kindness and respect that he was prompted in this by motives of
selfishness. | believe he had confidence in me, and in the work God has given me to
do. He has treated me with all the courtesy that he would show toward his mother, while
at the same time | have not shunned to reprove and warn and entreat when he was in
danger or under temptation. | am grieved at these words coming from your pen. If the
Lord puts it into the hearts of my brethren, especially those whom | have known from
their childhood, to show me respect, and to bring, if possible, a little sunshine into my
life, | thank the Lord for this. When | have been at Battle Creek | have been always
worn down with labor. | have had no home and | have needed care. In my widowhood |
have had sorrows and trials which God alone knows, and | have felt grateful that the
Lord has put it into the heart of Dr. Kellogg to show me kindness, and to seek to do me
good physically. And not Dr. Kellogg alone, but many others of my brethren and sisters.
| do not forget one of their favors, and hope they will receive a full reward for what they
have done for me. {1888 105.1}

And why should not those who represent the Sanitarium show me some respect?

My husband and | labored hard to establish it, and | have felt the
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deepest interest in its prosperity. | should not breathe a murmuring word if | were
neglected and unnoticed, but | thank God | am not left to be thus wounded. But am | the
only one whom the doctor treats with courtesy and favor? Why did he invite Brother and
Sister Hutchins to the Sanitarium to remain as long as they would? Was it because they
were popular? They were feeble and worn, but they were Christians and their influence
would be in favor of godliness. This is just as it should be. Has not Dr. Kellogg shown
the greatest respect to our ministers, and has he ever given the least evidence that he
was ashamed of his brethren? | believe he has done this to you--shown you
favors--more freely than he has to me, because he loves the cause of God. | hope, my
brother, that you will no longer cherish such thoughts. They are unworthy of a Christian.
{1888 105.2}

You speak of neglect being shown towards some. There will always be such
complaints in such institutions. While great care should be exercised to avoid it, such
cases will sometimes occur, and yet the blame may not belong to the doctor personally
but to those employed to do the work relating to these cases, and he not know anything
about it. {1888 106.1}

When we look at these matters without prejudice, we shall see some things to
excuse and some things to commend, and fewer to censure. "Finally, brethren,
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things"
[Philippians 4:8].--Letter 21, 1888. (Written to Elder George |. Butler, October 14, 1888,
from Minneapolis, Minnesota.)
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General Interest of the Cause. B-21a-1888
Dear Brother,---

At half past two in the morning, while the house is locked in slumber, | commence
penning these lines to you. | think of the large church at Battle Creek, and of the
important interests centered there, which makes it a missionary field in the highest
sense. People are coming from all parts of the world to the Sanitarium, and many youth
from the different states are attending the College. That field requires the very best
methods of labor, that the strongest religious influence may be constantly exerted upon
all. God would have men cultivate their abilities, that they may have broader ideas in
planning and executing his work. When this is done, the saving power of the grace of
Christ will be manifested to those who believe present truth. {1888 107.1}

As the work grows, if the workers will rely firmly upon the wisdom and power of God,
their minds will expand to keep pace with his opening providence. Those who possess
piety and ability should be encouraged to obtain the necessary education, that they may
assist in the great work of spreading the light of truth. Progress will then be seen in the
great closing message for these last days. {1888 107.2}

God has different sets of workman for the different branches of his cause. When
those whom he has called to do a certain work, have carried that work along as far as
they can with the ability he has given them, the Lord in his providence will call and
qualify other men to come in and work with them, still making advance moves, that
together they may carry it
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farther, and lift the standard higher. He will never allow his work to diminish in strength
or efficiency, if those to whom he has given their work will act their part with unswerving
fidelity. There must be no [belittlling] the men who God has accepted as his workmen.
{1888 107.3}

This great and solemn work is not to be carried to its completion by a few men who
have been selected as opportunity has offered, to bear responsibility. There are some
minds which do not grow with the work, but allow the work to grow far beyond them,
and they find themselves tired and worn before they comprehend the circumstances.
Then when those whom God is qualifying to assist in the work, take hold of it in a little
different way from that in which these responsible men have tried to do it, they should
be very careful not to hinder these helpers, or to circumscribe the work. Since they did
not see the work in all its bearings, and did not have the burden which God has
specially laid upon others, why should they say just how that work should be done?
Those who do not discern and adapt themselves to the increasing demands of the



work, should not stand blocking the wheels, and thus hindering the advancement of
others. {1888 108.1}

The case of David is to the point. He made large provisions for building the temple
for the Lord; but the Lord told him that he was not the one to do that work; it must
devolve on Solomon, his son. He could advise, counsel, and encourage Solomon,
because of his large experience; but the younger man must do the work. {1888 108.2}

The weary, worn minds of all the older brethren do
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not take in the greatness of the work in all its bearings, and are not inclined to keep
pace with the opening providences of God. Therefore the responsibilities of the work
should not rest wholly with them, as they would not bring into it all the elements
essential for its advancement, and thus the work should be retarded. {1888 108.3}

The work in Battle Creek, and in the state of Michigan is far, far behind. For several
years there has been on the part of the Conference Committee and the laborers, a want
of wise planning and discreet management in regard to it. While the president of the
General Conference was willing to do much work, he did not see the necessity of
training the powers of mind and qualifying himself to plan to discern the talents of young
men and set them to work, associating with himself those who could help him. It is well
to see and understand the situation, and the needs of foreign missions, so as not to
neglect them, we should also be able to comprehend the needs of the work at our very
doors. Home missions should not be neglected. There has been an oversight in doing
this. {1888 109.1}

There is a sad neglect at Battle Creek in not using the many advantages right at
hand, to keep the heart of the work in a healthy condition. Vigorous heartbeats from the
center should be felt in all parts of the body of believers. But if the heart is sickly and
weak in its action, its inefficiency affects all branches of the work. A sound, healthy
working power at the center of the work, is positively essential, in order that the truth
may be carried to the world. It must be diffused through families and communities. This
will require
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wise generalship in devising plans, and educating others to assist in the work. Persons
of talent must be sought out, and encouraged to labor in various places, according to
the capabilities that God has given them. Let every instrumentality of God that is
brought within the reach of those older in experience, be encouraged by them to find a
place in the work, and these to be educated with the advancing work. {1888 109.2}

Much ability has been lost to the cause of God because many in responsible
positions were so narrow in their ideas, that they did not discern the increasing
responsibilities. They did not have extended vision to see that the work was becoming
altogether too large to be carried forward by the workers then engaged in it. The work
had outgrown them. Much, very much is now left undone which should have been done,
because men have held things in their own finite hands, instead of proportioning the
work to a larger number of workers, and trusting that God would help them. They have
tried to take all branches of the work upon themselves, fearing others would not prove
as efficient. Their wills have therefore controlled in everything, and through some



unwise decisions, made because of their inability to grasp all the wants of the cause in
its various parts, and as a result great losses have been sustained. The work has been
bound about, not from design, but from not discerning the necessity of a different order
of things to meet the demands for the time. This is largely due to the feeling of Elder
Butler that position gave unlimited authority. Greater responsibilities were pressed upon

him and accepted, than one person could carry; and the
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consequence was the demoralized condition of affairs, notwithstanding he may have
done the very best he himself could do under the circumstances. But the infinite God
saw there was different kinds of qualifications needed to place a different mold on the
work. On the part of his brethren there was a fear that others desired Brother B's place,
which has caused suspicions, and has resulted in keeping in the back-ground those
men whom God would have used, could they have had sufficient encouragement, and
an opportunity to work. God has not wrought as he would, because of surmisings and
suspicion, and because there was not discernment and planning to let every man do
the work that God is fitting him to perform, in an understanding, intelligent manner. The
lesson must be learned that when God appoints means for a certain work, we are not to
neglect these means, put them aside, and then pray and expect that he will work
miracles to supply our neglect. To every man God has appointed his work, according to
his capacities and capabilities. Wise planning is needed to place each one in his proper
sphere in the work, in order that he may obtain an experience which will fit him to bear
increased responsibility. {1888 110.1}

In God's dealings, in temporal as well as spiritual things, blessings come to man
through the use of means. If the husbandman neglects to till the ground, God works no
miracle to make up for his neglect; and when the harvest time comes, he has no crops
to gather. As in the natural world, so in the spiritual; God always honors the use of the
means he has ordained to do his work. It is by practice that men must be qualified for
any emergency that may arise. Men need to become better acquainted with themselves

and be discerning in
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regard to their own weak points of character, and then make every effort to strengthen
these points, for God makes this their duty. {1888 111.1}

No one should lean wholly upon another's mind; but as God's free agents, each
should ask wisdom of Him. When the learner depends in a large degree upon another
man's thoughts, and goes no farther than to accept his plans, he sees only through that
man's eyes, and is so far only an echo of the other. God will, by His own Spirit, work
directly through the mind he has put in man, if the man will only give him a chance to
work, and will recognize his dealings with him. God designs that men shall use their
minds and consciences for themselves. He never designed that one man should
become the shadow of another, and utter only another's sentiments. But this error has
been coming in among us, that a very few are to be mind, conscience, and judgment for
all God's workers. The foundation of christianity is "Christ our Righteousness." Men are
individually responsible to God and must act as God acts upon them, not as another
human mind acts upon their mind; for if this method of indirect influence is kept up,



souls can not be impressed and directed by the great | AM. They will, on the other
hand, have their experience blended with another, and will be kept under a moral
restraint, which allows no freedom of action or of choice. {1888 112.1}

God deals with his creatures as with responsible beings. He has issued no
command that the leaders of the Battle Creek church shall remain anchored, until by

some mighty miracle-working power the church is sent forward and
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upward to the harbor God has appointed. If we would be wise, and use diligently,
prayerfully, and thankfully the means whereby light and blessings are to come to his
people, then no voice nor power upon earth would have authority over us to say, "This
shall not be." {1888 112.2}

The Lord has presented before me that men in responsible positions are standing
directly in the way of the workings of God upon his people, because they think that the
work must be done and the blessing must come in a certain way they have marked out,
and they will not recognize that which comes in any other way. "We are laborers
together with God." Copy the ways of the Lord Jesus. He was a perfect character. {1888
113.1}

May the Lord place this matter before you as it is. God works, not as men plan, nor
as men wish, but "in a mysterious way, his wonders to perform." Why treat God's ways
as worthless, because they do not coincide with our private ideas? God has appointed
channels of light, but these are not necessarily through the minds of any particular man
or set of men. When all shall take their appointed places in God's work, and not allow
others to mold them at will, then one great advance will have been made toward letting
the light shine upon the world. {1888 113.2}

The efforts made here to close every avenue to light and truth which is supposed to
disagree with the opinions of some leading men, are very unreasonable. Are these men
infallible? Has God appointed them supreme judges of how light shall come to his
people? | answer, No. {1888 113.3}

During the Conference at Battle Creek, when the
114

question of the law in Galatians was being examined, | was taken to a number of
houses, and heard the unchristian remarks and criticisms made by the delegates. Then
these words were spoken,: "They must have the truth as it is in Jesus, else it will not be
a saving truth to them." "Without me," says Christ, "ye can do nothing. " When finite
men shall cease to put themselves in the way, to hinder, then God will work in our midst
as never before. {1888 113.4}

It was shown me that broader plans should be laid, but at the same time the work in
each branch of the cause should be harmoniously united with that in every other
branch, all making a perfect whole; but now, selfish ideas and principles are interwoven
with the plans of the workers, which make the work defective. One man, who has the
oversight of a certain line of work, magnifies his responsibilities until his one branch, in
his mind, is above every other branch, when in reality all are equally important. When
this narrow, selfish idea is received, all his energies are set to imbue the people with the
same idea. This is human nature, but not after Christ's order. Just in proportion as this



policy is followed, Christ is pushed aside, and self appears prominent. When the
Saviour is allowed his part in the work, none will become entirely absorbed in any one
branch of it, but all will have broad ideas, and will attribute to all parts of the work their
due importance. {1888 114.1}

The Jews, in Christ's day, in the exercise of their own spirit of self-exaltation, brought

in rigid rules and exactions, and so took away all chance for God to work upon
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minds, until mercy and the love of God were entirely lost sight of in their work. It was
this which caused rulers to lay upon the people the heavy burdens of which they justly
complained, which our Saviour condemned. Do not follow in their track, Leave God a
chance to do something for those who love him, and do not impose upon them rules
and regulations, which, if followed, will leave them destitute of the grace of God as were
the hills of Gilboa, without dew or rain. Your very many resolutions need to be reduced
to one-third their number, and great care should be taken as to what resolutions are
framed. Ours is missionary ground, having many advantages; and if wisely improved, a
much larger number of workers would be fitted to go out into the field, as pastors and
evangelists; but shortness of vision, and the narrowness of mind in some, have
circumscribed the work, There is need of having vigorous efforts put forth in the
churches in every conference. A living message, showing the living features of our
times should be presented to them, not in a tame, lifeless style, but in the
demonstration of the Spirit, and in the power of God. Responsibilities must be laid upon
individual members of the church. As missionary spirit should be awakened, and wise
workers appointed as they are needed, who will be active pastors, making personal
efforts to bring the church up to that condition where spiritual death will not be seen in
all her borders. {1888 114.2}

There was much said to me in reference to other departments of the work, which |
will not at this time write. When | came to know where | was, | was sitting up in bed,

weary, and my heart very, very sad. | arose and prayed, and tried
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to write. The knowledge Brother communicated to me at that time and since then
in regard to your positions and feelings, has distressed me beyond measure. The
positions and ideas also which are entertained by Elder are of that character to
lead you both to occupy incorrect positions, where it would be impossible for me to
stand with you; and if you maintain these positions, | shall be compelled, not only to
differ with you in some things, but to withstand your ideas and your influence. | was
never more conscious of this than during the experience | have had here at this
meeting. | have not the least hesitancy in saying that a spirit has been brought into this
meeting, not of seeking to obtain light, but to stand barricading the way, lest a ray
should come into the hearts and minds of the people, through some other channel than
that which you had decided to be the proper one. {1888 115.1}
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Chap. 10 - Morning Talk

October 8, 1889.

The Need of Advancement. [MORNING TALK
AT MINNEAPOLIS, MINN., OCT. 18, 1888.]

By Mrs. E. G. White.

| hope that at the beginning of this meeting our hearts may be impressed with the
positive statement of our Saviour, "Without me ye can do nothing." We have a great
and solemn truth committed to us for these last days, but a mere assent to and belief in
this truth will not save us. The principles of the truth must be interwoven with our
character and life. We should cherish every ray of light that falls upon our pathway, and
live up to the requirements of God. We should grow in spirituality. We are losing a great
deal of the blessing we might have at this meeting, because we do not take advance
steps in the Christian life, as our duty is presented before us; and this will be an eternal
loss. {1888 117.1}

If we had a just appreciation of the importance and greatness of our work, and could
see ourselves as we are at this time, we should be filled with wonder that God could
use us, unworthy as we are, in the work of bringing souls into the truth. There are many
things that we ought to be able to understand, that we do not comprehend because we
are so far behind our privileges. Christ said to his disciples, "I have yet many things to
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now." This is our condition. Would they not have
been able to understand what he had to say to them, if they had been doers of his
word--if they had improved point after point of the truth which he had presented to
them? But although they could not then understand, he told them that he would send
the Comforter, who would lead them into all truth. We should be in a position where we
can comprehend the teaching, leading, and working of the Spirit of Christ. We must not
measure God or his truth by our finite understanding, or by our preconceived opinions.
{1888 117.2}

There are many who do not realize where they are standing; for they are spiritually
blinded. "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know
ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?" |
trust that none of us will be found to be reprobates. Is Christ abiding in your hearts by
faith? Is his Spirit in you? If it is, there will be such a yearning in your soul for the
salvation of those for whom Christ has died, that self will sink into insignificance, and
Christ alone will be exalted. Brethren and sisters, there is great need at this time of



humbling ourselves before God, that the Holy Spirit may come upon us. {1888 117.3}

There are many who are content with a superficial knowledge of the truth. The
precious truths for this time are brought out so clearly in our publications, that many are
satisfied, and do not search the Scriptures for themselves. They do not meditate upon
the statements made, and bring every proposition to the law and to the testimony, to
see if their ideas correspond to the word of God. Many do not feel that it is essential for
them to compare scripture with scripture, and spiritual things with spiritual; and
therefore they do not grow in grace and in the knowledge of the truth, as it is their
privilege to do. They accept the truth, without any deep conviction of sin, and present
themselves as laborers in the cause of God when they are unconverted men. One says,
"I want to do something in the cause of truth;" another says, "l want to enter the
ministry;" and as our brethren are very anxious to get all the laborers they can, they
accept these men without considering whether their lives give evidence that they have a
saving knowledge of Christ. No one should be accepted as a laborer in the sacred
cause of God, until he makes manifest that he has a real, living experience in the things
of God. One reason why the church is in a backslidden state is, that so many have
come into the truth in this way, and have never known what it is to have the converting
power of God upon their souls. {1888 117.4}

There are many ministers who have never been converted. They come to the
prayer-meeting and pray the same old, lifeless prayers over and over; they preach the
same dry discourses over and over, from week to week, and from month to month.
They have nothing new and inspiring to present to their congregations, and it is evident
that they are not eating the flesh and drinking the blood of the Son of man, for they
have no life in them. They are not partakers of the divine nature; Christ is not abiding in
their hearts by faith. {1888 117.5}

Those who profess to be united to Christ, should be laborers together with God. The
people of God are to warn the world, and to prepare a people to stand in the day of
wrath when the Son of man shall come in the clouds of heaven. The members of the
church of Christ should gather up the divine rays of light from Jesus, and reflect them to
others, leaving a bright track heavenward in the world. They are to be as the wise
virgins, having their lamps trimmed and burning, representing the character of Christ to
the world. We are not to be satisfied with anything short of this. We are not to be
satisfied with our own righteousness, and content without the deep movings of the Spirit
of God. {1